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1. Introduction 

 

This management plan has been prepared by D R Lawrence & T R Root trading as Nature for the 
Community under contract to the London Borough of Camden. The site descriptions, species lists, 
site objectives and other content have been complied by the authors based on their knowledge of the 
site based on years of work both as volunteers and employees of LB Camden Nature Conservation 
Section, and in consultation with staff of LB Camden, the Friends of Belsize Wood and other 
volunteers involved with the site. 
 
This management plan covers the 5 year period of 2011 – 2016. The site, its habitats and species are 
described with detailed, time-tabled management plans which will protect and enhance its wildlife and 
improve its value for the community.   
 

2. Site name: 

 

Belsize Woods consists of Belsize Wood Local Nature Reserve (LNR) and Russell Nurseries Woods.  
 
Belsize Wood LNR is one enclosed area  
 
Russell Nurseries Woods consists of two parts:  

- Russell Nurseries Open Space (with play equipment - open during daylight hours)  
- Russell Nurseries Nature Reserve (an enclosed wooded area with a westerly slope - limited 

opening hours).  
 

There is also a “sensory garden” that was once considered part of the reserve. This is a two minute 
walk from the LNR 

  

3. Location: 

 
Belsize Park, London Borough of Camden. Nearest postcode: NW3 2XD. Both reserves are 
surrounded by private and social housing with the Russell Nurseries Housing Estate immediately to 
the West. A path of descending steps separates the two reserves and runs west to east from 
Woodland Walk (Russell Nurseries Estate) to Lawn Road. The LNR is immediately South of the 
Russell Nurseries Reserve. 

 
Belsize Wood LNR - Grid reference TQ 275852. 
The south eastern corner borders onto local tennis courts, private housing is immediately to the south. 
The famous Isokon Building separates the LNR from Lawn Road to the East 
 
Russell Nurseries Woods - Grid reference TQ 275853. 
Russell Nurseries Woods is immediately North of Belsize Wood LNR. It is bordered by the Royal Free 
Hospital to the north and Du Maurier House (primarily social housing) to the East.  
 
Belsize Woods Sensory Garden - Grid reference TQ 274851. 
Tennis courts separate Belsize Woods from the sensory garden which is located west of the LNR. 
It is close to Haverstock Hill and Howitt Road. Nearest Post Code: NW3 2AL. 
  

4. Local Planning Authority: 

 

The site is owned by London Borough of Camden. Management is by London Borough of Camden 
Nature Conservation section of Parks & Open Spaces, Culture and Sport, Culture and Environment. 
 
Section 5.4.1 lists relevant policies in the LB Camden Local Development Framework. 
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5. Management: 

 

5.1. Responsibilities 

The London Borough of Camden includes a number of small nature reserves that afford some refuge 
for wildlife and opportunities for communities to visit, enjoy and informally learn about nature. Some of 
these are managed by the London Wildlife Trust and others are managed by the Nature Conservation 
Section of LB Camden Parks & Open Spaces working closely with Friends groups and volunteer 
groups.  Belsize Wood is one of the latter. 
 
Much of the site conservation work is in support of the LB Camden Biodiversity Action Plan. The 
council works closely with a range of partners to achieve the targets of the BAP throughout the 
borough both in the nature reserves, green spaces and other open spaces. Progress is reported to 
the public through the public meetings of the Camden Wildlife Forum and is logged directly onto the 
BARS (Biodiversity Action Reporting System) web site, where there is a section for Camden BAP 
progress that is viewable by the public (BARS Camden BAP data).  
 
Conservation volunteers from Camden‟s nature reserves co-operate through the Camden Nature 
Reserves Forum which meets regularly to share experiences and progress. Volunteer Groups such 
as Camden Green Gym, corporate volunteers, local students and many others also contribute to site 
improvements.  
 
The management of nature reserves in LB Camden such as Belsize Wood is thus shared between 
professionals from the LB Camden Nature Conservation section and the volunteers organised in the 
Friends groups, the Camden Nature Reserves Forum and volunteer groups such as Green Gym. It is 
vital that volunteer group always confer with the conservation professionals in LB Camden and the 
friends group. The balance of input has varied greatly as the resources of the Nature Conservation 
section have changed over the years.  
 
Decisions on site management are made through consulting the management plans prepared for the 
sites and the requirements of the Camden BAP. Friends groups are consulted on decisions such as 
species introductions or substantial site modifications. Local communities are consulted about major 
changes using a standardised Camden consultation procedure. Wildlife surveys are usually 
conducted by volunteers, sometimes supported by professionals. In recent years wildlife data has 
been logged with Gigl (Greenspace Information for Greater London) where Camden data can be 
inspected. 
 
DEFRA (2006) have produced guidelines on establishing Local Site Partnerships for managing sites 
like this. 
 

5.2. Constraints 

 

LNR status is declared by the local authority after confirmation by Natural England that it meets the 
criteria for this prestigious status. Belsize Wood LNR, being a local nature reserve, is thus required to 
observe the Natural England description of the management of such sites thus “Local authorities 
manage Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) to maintain and enhance their special wildlife and geology 
and provide access to nature for local communities”. Community access and use are thus important 
aspects. This obliges regular opening and the provision of opportunities for the local community to 
enjoy and learn about the site‟s wildlife. 
 
There are bat boxes on the site. It is illegal to interfere with bats and their roosts (including bat boxes 
that are in use). In England and Wales, the relevant legislation covering the protection of bats and bat 
roosts is the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (as amended); the Countryside and Rights of Way 
Act, 2000; the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC, 2006); and by the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2010). 

 
Three trees in Belsize Woods have Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). These are two Lombardy 

Poplars and a Sycamore, both in the area between Belsize Wood LNR and Russell Nurseries Woods, 

on either side of the steps dividing these areas, leading down to Lawn Road. A tree preservation 
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order is an order made by a local planning authority in respect of trees or woodlands. The principal 

effect of a TPO is to prohibit the cutting down, uprooting, topping, lopping, wilful damage or wilful 

destruction of trees without the local planning authority's consent. 

Belsize Woods is within the area of the Parkhill Conservation area. This will have an impact on any 

planned tree work. The Council requires six weeks notice for works to any tree in a conservation area 

with a stem diameter in excess of 75mm. Block applications are acceptable. The process from 

application to completion is 6 weeks which normally involves consultation (21 days) with adjacent 

residents. At the end of that period a decision is made. This involves either an objection or consent. If 

an objection is raised a Tree Preservation Order has to be served.  

The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 makes special provision for trees in conservation areas 

which are not the subject of a tree preservation order (TPO). Under section 211 anyone proposing to 

cut down or carry out work on a tree in a conservation area is required to give the local planning 

authority (LPA) six weeks prior notice. The purpose of this requirement is to give the LPA an 

opportunity to consider whether a TPO should be made in respect of the trees. 

The process may be simplified where the work is carried out under the supervision of LB Camden 

officers. 

 

5.3. Relevant legislation 

 

5.3.1. International obligations & commitments 

The Convention on Biodiversity was originally an element of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit making a 
nominal commitment to protecting biodiversity. Supporting governments are expected to develop 
national biodiversity policies particularly based on internationally recognised priority areas.  
 
An important element was the 2010 Biodiversity target which including a European Union 
commitment to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010. This was a disastrous failure.   
 
The adoption of national and local Biodiversity Action Plans was a more successful spin off of the 
Convention. 
 
The convention was updated most recently following a convention in Nagoya, Japan in October 2010. 
The UK government through DEFRA responded by issuing Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s 
wildlife and ecosystem services in August 2011. 
 
A government statement said: The new strategy signifies a shift in emphasis towards a more 
effective, more innovative and more integrated landscape-scale approach; an approach that enables 
better prioritization and which delivers multiple benefits for both biodiversity and society.  
 
The strategy will also put people at the heart of biodiversity policy and action, facilitating engagement 
of partners at all levels, from the motivated individual to large national conservation charities. Better 
account of biodiversity will be taken in decision-making across government, business and wider 
society, ensuring that the value that biodiversity brings to us all is recognized. 
 

5.3.2. European obligations & commitments 

 

Several European Directives & Conventions refer to wildlife conservation and have been translated 
into UK legislation. These are some important ones: 

 
The 1979 Birds Directive – wild bird species protection including the setting up of Special Protection 
Areas for wild birds. 

 
1979 Bern Convention – protection of protected wild flora and fauna (translated into the Wildlife & 
Countryside Act in the UK). 
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1985 EU Environment Impact Directive – obliges planning authorities to conduct environmental 
impact investigations. Implemented in the UK. 

 
1992 Habitats Directive – the mainstay of European wildlife protection. Includes establishing Special 
Areas of Conservation to protect habitats. 

 

5.3.3. National Legislation 

 

The following legislation covers wildlife protection in the UK as relevant to this report: 
 

1949 National Parks & Access to the Countryside Act – included powers to authorities to declare 
Local Nature Reserves as well as SSSIs and National Nature Reserves. Strong legislation conferring 
statutory powers. 

 
1981 Wildlife & Countryside Act – key act that includes legislation protecting birds, plants and 
animals. Tends to focus on key species rather than general wildlife protection. 

 
1994 Habitats Regulations (implementation of EU directive). Protection of a variety of habitats and 
species from “deliberate” destruction. 

 
2005 PPS9 (Planning Policy Statement 9) known as the Biodiversity Duty. Local authorities ... 
should ensure that policies in local development documents reflect ... national, regional and local 
biodiversity priorities and objectives including those agreed by local biodiversity partnerships (groups 
that co-operate on Biodiversity Action Plans) 
 
2006 NERC (Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act) established Natural England and 
includes the Biodiversity Duty statement “Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have 
regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of 
conserving biodiversity”. DEFRA have published guidelines on how to interpret this vague statement.  
 
2010 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations – pulls together and updates the previous 
habitats and species protection regulations. 

 
These legislations are subject to regular amendments and interpretations and frequently compete with 
other priorities for implementation. 
 
DEFRA (2006) have produced useful guidelines for “Local Sites” – their preferred nomenclature.  

 
5.4. Relevant planning policies 

 

5.4.1.    LB Camden planning polices 

 

LB Camden planning policies impact on the nature reserves. These were previously contained within 
the Unitary Development Plan (UDP) which was replaced in November 2010 by the Local 
Development Framework (LDF). These documents, in conjunction with national policy and the 
Mayor‟s London Plan determine planning policy. LDF documents must be in conformity with the 
London Plan. 
 
Sections of the LDF that are relevant to nature reserves such as Belsize Wood are contained in CS15 
Protecting & improving parks & open spaces and encouraging biodiversity. Some particularly relevant 
sub-sections are quoted below: 

15.3 Sites of nature conservation in Camden are generally small and undervalued, with pressure from 
adjoining sites and limited opportunities for expansion. However, green and brown roofs for both 
amenity and biodiversity value have been an increasing feature of new developments within Camden. 
Private gardens in Camden also provide a significant resource for biodiversity and amenity space. 
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15.4 Policy CS15 – Protecting and improving our parks and open spaces and encouraging 
biodiversity seeks to ensure that the growth in the number of residents and visitors to Camden, 
identified in policy CS1 – Distribution of growth, will be supported by increases and improvements in 
open space provision, including outdoor sport and recreation opportunities, and that development 
protects and makes provision for biodiversity. 

 
15.6 The Council will protect the open spaces designated in the open space schedule shown on the 
Proposals Map, as well as other suitable land with the potential to be used as open space. Camden 
has many large housing estates with land originally designed for use as open space, but has never 
been formally designated as such. The Council will continue to retain suitable land, not formally 
designated as open space for the use as open space on large estates, whilst providing the flexibility 
for various land uses to be re-configured across the estate, in conjunction with the re-provision of land 
for open space use. We will not allow development on these open spaces unless it is for limited 
development ancillary to a use taking place on the land and for which there is a demonstrable need. 
Extensions and alterations to existing buildings on open space should be proportionate to the size, 
including the volume, of the original building. We will only allow development on sites adjacent to an 
open space that respects the size, form and use of that open space and does not cause harm to its 
wholeness, appearance or setting, or harm public enjoyment of the space. We will take into account 
the cumulative impact of developments where appropriate. The poor quality of an open space will 
generally not be accepted as a reason for its partial development to fund improvements as, once built 
on, open space is lost to the community for ever. 
 
15.17 Green spaces play a vital role in nature conservation and provision for biodiversity. Camden is 
fortunate to have Camley Street Nature Park, Kentish Town City Farm and several local nature 
reserves, which provide educational tools and health benefits for residents. The Council will continue 
to protect all sites in the borough formally identified as being of nature conservation value (see Map 
8). Where possible we will also protect an amount of green space or garden space on a site that 
reflects the local built form and landscape character. The Council and statutory undertakers, who own 
some of the designated sites, have a duty to have regard to conserving biodiversity. However, most 
Sites of Nature Conservation Importance in Camden are not in the Council’s control and therefore it is 
difficult to protect species, habitats and foraging areas other than those formally protected by 
international and national legislation. To protect our existing sites, we will resist the development of 
designated sites where the nature conservation value has been diminished or lost, especially where 
this loss is due to neglect or damage, and we will seek the re-instatement, or an equivalent level, of 
biodiversity on the site. The Council will be particularly keen to protect habitats and species identified 
in Camden’s Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 
15.21 Trees are important for their aesthetic value, as habitat, in shading, cooling and filtering the air 
and in removing carbon dioxide and providing oxygen. They will play an increasingly important role in 
providing shade and refuge in the hotter summers predicted due to climate change. More guidance on 
trees and groups of trees can be found in Camden Development Policies and our Camden Planning 
Guidance supplementary document. There is often pressure for the removal of trees in the borough 
due to subsidence fears, perceived dangers, locations close to existing underground infrastructure 
and to facilitate development. 
 
15.22 The Council has a Tree Strategy which deals with tree management on its land. This aims to 
retain trees and provide new trees on Council land. We have a tree planting programme which is 
increasing the number of trees in the borough, in streets, parks housing estates and schools. We will 
resist the loss of trees and groups of trees wherever possible and, where this is not possible, require 
their replacement on development sites or nearby streets and open spaces. The choice of species 
should consider historic context, availability of space, soil conditions, potential improvements to air 
and soil quality and reducing the effects of and adapting to climate change. Further information on 
protected trees and groups of trees, the procedures for seeking their removal and their replacement is 
set out in the Council’s Camden Planning Guidance supplementary document. 

 

5.4.2.    GLA London Plan (2011).  

Several policies that are relevant to Belsize Woods are defined in the GLA London Plan (2011). 
Similar policies applied prior to 2011 within Camden‟s Unitary Development Plan. See reference 
section for link to the 2011 GLA document. 
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Policy 7.19 Biodiversity and access to nature  

 
7.19 C - On Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation development proposals should: give sites of 
borough and local importance for nature conservation the level of protection commensurate with their 
importance. 
 
7.19 E - When considering proposals that would affect directly, indirectly or cumulatively a site of 
recognised nature conservation interest, the following hierarchy will apply 
    1 avoid adverse impact to the biodiversity interest 
    2 minimize impact and seek mitigation 
    3 only in exceptional cases where the benefits of the proposal clearly outweigh the biodiversity 
impacts, seek appropriate compensation. 
 

Policy 7.21 Trees and woodlands: Strategic 
 
7.21 A - Trees and woodlands should be protected, maintained, and enhanced, following the 
guidance of the London Tree and Woodland Framework (or any successor strategy). In collaboration 
with the Forestry Commission the Mayor will produce supplementary guidance on tree strategies to 
guide each borough‟s production of a tree strategy covering the audit, protection, planting and 
management of trees and woodland. This should be linked to the borough‟s open space strategy. 
 

Policy 7.21 Trees and woodlands: Planning decisions 
 
7.21 B - Existing trees of value should be retained and any loss as the result of development should 
be replaced following the principle of „right place, right tree‟. Wherever appropriate, the planting of 
additional trees should be included in new developments, particularly large canopied species. 
 

6. Conservation Status: 

 

6.1. Russell Nurseries: 

SNCI (BII) - Site of Nature Conservation Importance, Borough grade 2. This designation was 
determined by the London Ecology Unit (now superseded by the Greater London Authority). This is 
the only status relevant to the Russell Nurseries Reserve.  
 
DEFRA have been promoting the term “Local Wildlife Site” to replace such regional nomenclatures. 
 
Prior to 2011: Russell Nurseries (referred to in the old UDP as Belsize Wood Open Space) was listed 
as Public Open Space 8 in the LB Camden Unitary Development Plan Schedule of Open Spaces. The 
Unitary Development Plan in now defunct. 
 

6.2. Belsize Wood LNR:  

Belsize Wood LNR has SNCI (BII) status. This designation was first defined by the GLA as “Site of 
Borough Importance: Grade II” in 1993. The designation was subsequently adopted by LB Camden. 
 
It also has Local Nature Reserve (LNR) status. Year of designation: 2004 
 
LNR status is a statutory designation made under Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949, and amended by Schedule 11 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006.  
 
LNR status can be defined as: for wildlife and people - a site of importance for wildlife, (and/or) 
geology- incorporating education and public enjoyment. Control of the site is down to the local 
authority. Priority is given to caring for the natural features deemed to be special to that site. 
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7. Nature of Legal Interest: 

 

The land is owned by LB Camden. Network Rail has access to the ventilation shaft for maintenance 
purposes. A locked gate is located adjacent to the ventilation shaft for ease of access. A network rail 
railway tunnel is located under the reserve and is in continuous use. 
 

8. Byelaws: 

 

LB Camden declared a series of byelaws applying to Pleasure Grounds, Gardens and Open Spaces 
on October 18

th
 1973, subsequently confirmed by the Secretary of State and with several later 

amendments. However none of these refer to the local nature reserves such as Belsize Wood. This 
situation should be remedied. DEFRA have produced a guide to declaring byelaws suitable for LNRs 
(DEFRA (2010) A Guide to making Local Nature Reserve Byelaws). 

 

9. Community: 

 

9.1. Access 

 

Belsize Wood LNR is open to the public every Saturday and Sunday during daylight hours. The gates 
into Russell Nurseries Woods are opened during daylight hours every day. The gates into Russell 
Nurseries Woods Nature Reserve are left locked at present.   
 
These opening and closing patterns are effected by Parks contractors and exact opening and closing 
times reflect their shift patterns. 
 
In addition the Belsize Woods LNR is opened to the public when public events outside of these times 
take place. Schools visits occur from time to time to Belsize Wood LNR. For security reasons the 
gates to the LNR are kept locked during such events. Corporate work days occur from time to time. 
The gates are often left open during these events, effectively allowing the public access. 
 

9.2. Community involvement 

   

The local community is involved in a number of ways: 
 

9.2.1.     Friends of Belsize Wood. 
This is the Friends group that brings together both people who work in the reserve and other local 
people with an interest in its management. Founded in 2004, it has been particularly effective at 
raising grants to support both development projects and site activities. It meets locally every two to 
three months. It has a constitution, elected committee and bank account. Members review work in the 
reserve, provide ideas for future activities and actively participate in hosting events. 

 
9.2.2.     Opportunities to participate in conservation work 

Regular conservation activities commenced in 2004 with weekly Tuesday morning survey and 
conservation sessions in Belsize Wood LNR. Eventually all day unattended opening to the public on 
Tuesdays occurred, later to be replaced by opening during daylight hours every Saturday and 
Sunday. The third Sunday of the month is a regular time for both conservation activities and nature 
theme public events and this continues. BTCV provided volunteers to work in Belsize Wood LNR, to 
be replaced from November 2008 by Camden Green Gym who came to provide regular essential 
support. 
 
Russell Nurseries benefitted from regular substantial conservation sessions by both Corporate and 
regular volunteer groups through to 2009 when this area was launched as a new nature area. They 
included Network Rail, the Foreign Office, 10 Downing Street volunteers, City Action, Wooster 
College, Timberland, EDF Energy, KPMG, UCL Students, Go! London, Budding Together (Camley 
Street Mental Health project), Fitch Ratings, Standard Chartered, Feelgood, Grant Thornton, 
Deloittes, Chubb, Accenture, Consolidated PR, American School in London, American boy scouts in 
London, Royal Bank of Scotland, Morgan Stanley & Starbucks. Many of these gave generous 
donations for the upkeep and improvement of the site. 
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9.2.3.     Nature theme activities for the community 

The Friends group, working with LB Camden, ran many events which though of limited nature content 
attracted large number of local people to the reserve. Birds of Prey and animal events affording the 
opportunity to be photographed holding an animal or bird were very popular attracting up to 280 
people. A nature trail quiz based on finding answers to wildlife questions around the site, rewarded 
with modest nature theme prizes, introduced some informal educational element. Popular activities 
have also included nature art, colouring, dream-catchers using site materials, clay modelling, fancy 
dress parades, Easter egg hunt, nature poetry and tree dressing. These events largely ended in 2009 
due to reduced LB Camden resources. A more limited programme from 2010 focussed on BAP 
oriented events with reporting to the BARS on-line BAP monitoring programme. 

 
9.2.4.     Educational activities – informal.  

Numerous activities with an informal nature content have been held including tree planting, “Be Nice 
to Nettles” week events, spring, summer & winter wildlife, nature photography, food from nature, 
nature trails, wildlife gardening, flower pressing, making bird feeders, nest-boxes and hedgehog 
hibernacula, sparrow activities & mini-beast hunts. 

 
9.2.5.     Educational activities – formal. 

More formal educational activities have included numerous school visits, nature surveys (mostly 
plants and birds), dawn chorus, tree walks, moths & fungal forays. 
 

 

10. Site Description: 

 

10.1. General description 

 

Belsize Wood LNR has an area of 0.25ha and Russell Nurseries Woods 0.46ha, making a total of 
0.71ha. Belsize Woods is an area of semi natural woodland surrounded by private and social housing. 
Both reserve areas slope from west to east with stepped paths - these can limit access for persons of 
restricted mobility.  

Belsize Wood LNR & Russell Nurseries Woods are small areas of semi natural woodland situated on 
the east side of Haverstock Hill. The Royal Free Hospital bounds them to the north, the Russell 
Nurseries estate housing estate bounds them to the west, Lawn Road & the Isokon Building lie to the 
east.  To the south are the artificially surfaced tennis courts of the Globe Lawn Tennis Club.  
 
The Belsize Wood LNR site is situated over the tunnel of the Thameslink railway (originally the 
Lismore Circus Tunnel of the London Midland Railway) and a large brick built ventilation shaft is 
situated on the western boundary. There is a circular path with rustic style seating and steps in 
several portions following a path around the site. Some earlier additional paths have been removed to 
reduce human impact. The main gate includes a sheltered seating area with interpretation materials. 
A nature trail and tree trail are supported by explanatory leaflets. There are also interpretation boards 
around the site describing the commonest wildlife. There is a pond, bird feeding area, large insect 
house, Stag beetle loggeries, bird boxes and other biodiversity enhancing features. The LNR has 
been intensively managed to protect and enhance its biodiversity. A second gate allows passers-by to 
detour through the reserve when walking through the area. The LNR is designed to be informative 
and welcoming to visitors whilst protecting its wildlife. However casual visitor numbers are low. 
 
The Russell Nurseries Woods have only recently been enhanced with a network of paths and steps 
and some biodiversity enhancements. There is a bird feeding area and some Stag Beetle loggeries. 
Installed bird boxes include an owl box – the woods at one time supported Tawny Owls (Strix aluco). 
It is less welcoming and much less bio-diverse than the LNR area. It is divided into an open space 
area, open every day, and a nature reserve area which is locked much of the time. It is popular with 
dog walkers. Previous criminal behaviour problems in this area have been much reduced since work 
began on improving its value for wildlife and visitors. 
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The site has been divided into zones as indicated in Section 13.2  
 

 

10.2. Physical description 

 

10.2.1. Geology & soils 

 

The site is very uneven in places, indicating past disturbance from the creation of the underground 
tunnel and the adjacent housing. The soil contains much building rubble in places, demonstrated in 
table 1 below. 
 
Some soil profiles and pH analyses have been performed by D R Lawrence (An Examination of the 
Impact of Management Regimes on the Flora of Three Nature Reserves in the London Borough of 
Camden). These illustrate that the soil is neutral, with that in Russell Nurseries Woods being slightly 
more acidic. See table 2. 
 

Sample origin Top soil layer  Intermediate layer (if 
present) or comment  

Lower layer  

Belsize LNR  Clay loam layer 3cm  3-30cm clay loam includes 
large inclusions of pure clay 
and building rubble  

Brown clay only 
below 30cm  

Russell nurseries 
Woods  

Clay loam layer 3cm  3-15cm clay loam includes 
large inclusions of pure clay 
and substantial building 
rubble  

Brown clay only 
below 15cm  

 

Table 1 Soil profiles.  

Sample  Soil in deionised water  Soil in CaCl2.2H2O solution  

Belsize LNR  7.5  6.1  

Russell Nurseries Woods  6.9  5.6  
 

Table 2 Soil pH analyses. CaCl2.2H2O solution gives more acidic readings as it releases hydrogen 

ions associated with soil particles. 

 

10.2.2. Climate/ microclimate 

The site slopes towards the east resulting in a relative lack of direct sunshine, which will have a 
cooling effect. However it will also be benefitting from the urban warming effect. Average rainfall for 
this area is approximately 650-700mm per annum. Wind impact will be reduced by the surrounding 
housing, particularly in Russell Nurseries Woods. 
  

10.2.3. Topography 

 
The site lies in the London Basin 58-67m above sea level. The site is situated on a fairly steep 
(approx 20°) east facing slope.  
 

10.3. Biological description 

 

10.3.1. Flora habitats 

The site has been surveyed a number of times over the last few decades. In recent years there have 
been regular species surveys. These notes are based on these observations. Complete flora listings 
are provided in Sections 16.4.1 Plants & 16.4.2 Trees & shrubs. 
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The following habitat types occur within the complete site: 
 

 Mixed woodland with understory and scrub 

 Hedge 

 Open areas with herbaceous plants and spring bulbs  

 Bare soil and rock 

 Pond 
 

These habitats are described in turn. Area percentages, which are approximate, exclude paths and 
steps but combine Belsize Wood LNR & Russell Nurseries Woods. 

Mixed broad leaved woodland, semi natural, with understory and scrub (93% of area) 
This is located over the larger part of the complete site and is the dominating aspect. 

Belsize Wood LNR contains a variety of trees and understory species, reflecting its greater history of 
management as a nature reserve and probably its history as a tree nursery, although little is known of 
the impact of this period on the remaining flora. Tree species readily observed include Ash (Fraxinus 
excelsior), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), Holly (Ilex aquifolium), Field Maple (Acer campestre), 
English Elm (Ulmus procera), Hazel (Corylus avellana), Wild Cherry (Prunus avium) and Common 
Oak (Quercus robur). There are also specimens of Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), Wayfaring Tree 
(Vibernum lantana) and Guilder Rose (Vibernum opulus), some of these have been labelled and a 

Tree Trail leaflet is provided. Butcher‟s Broom (Ruscus aculeatus) is found in Zone BWD. 

Russell Nurseries Woods demonstrates a poorer floral diversity due to its lack until recently of 
significant management and its open access that has resulted in considerable compaction of the 
ground. The soil is poor probably as a result of heavy dumping of building rubble during the 
construction of the adjacent estate. This area is also less sunlit. The dominant tree species include 
Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Whitebeam (Sorbus aria), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and Holly (Ilex 

aquifolium) the latter in places reaching towards tree dimensions. 

There is a woody understory present over most of the woodland areas (both Belsize Wood & Russell 
Nurseries Woods). Elder (Sambucus nigra), Garden Privet (Ligustrum ovalifolium) and Hawthorn 
(Crataegus monogyna) are common constituents. Some of these are developing a substantial aspect.  

Below the shrub layer is a variety of herbs. Ivy (Hedera helix) is particularly common.  In places, it not 
only covers the ground but also is reaching high up canopy trees. The distribution of other species is 
somewhat related to light penetration of the canopy. This includes Stinging Nettle (Urtica dioica), Cow 
Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.), Green Alkanet (Pentaglottis 
sempervirens), Lesser Periwinkle (Vinca minor) and Broad-leaved Willowherb (Epilobium montanum). 

Hedge (1% of area) 
Zone BWF consists of a Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) hedge. This was planted to give security to 

the Isokon building by limiting access to its rear aspect. 

A short length of intermittent Garden Privet (Ligustrum ovalifolium) hedge was previously noted 

running north-south across the zone BWE peninsula but has tended to become overgrown. 

Open areas with herbaceous plants and spring bulbs (3% of area) 

There are several more open areas dominated by herbaceous plants and introduced spring bulbs not 
including the ground flora of the woodland.  Both planted and self-regenerated species are included. 
In the former category is Sweet Woodruff (Galium odoratum), Dog‟s Mercury (Mercurialis perennis) 
and Summer Snowflake (Leucojum aestivum). Non-introduced species include Cow Parsley 
(Anthriscus sylvestris), Columbine (Aquilegia vulgaris), Mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris), Green Alkanet 
(Pentaglottis sempervirons), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum) 
and Stinking Iris (Iris foetidissima).  

Spring bulbs have been introduced in considerable numbers in Zones BWD, BWC, RND & RNE and 
are growing well. These include native Daffodil (Narcissus pseudonarcissu), Snowdrop (Galanthus 
nivalis) and English Bluebell. The latter were purchased as Hyacinthiodes non-scripta but are clearly 
hybrids with Spanish Bluebell (Hyacinthoides hispanica) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acer_pseudoplatanus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acer_pseudoplatanus
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Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica), a very invasive non-native plant, occurs in several places 
around the reserve where the canopy is less dense. It has tended to decline with time, probably due 
to encroaching tree shading, and is not presently seen as a problem. 

Bare soil and rock (2% of area) 
The poor soil in the Russell Nurseries woods has very little floral cover in some places. The ingress of 
more light into these areas will encourage flora growth. The area beneath and around the children‟s 
play equipment in zone RNA is devoid of plants due to disturbance and compaction during the 
construction of the equipment. Attempts to introduce plants here have not been successful as yet. 

Pond (<1%) 

A pond has been introduced into zone BWB. This will contribute a useful increase in biodiversity as it 
develops. 

10.3.2. Fauna 

 

The close proximity of Belsize Woods to Hampstead Heath has undoubtedly influenced the fauna 
diversity. Additional bordering private gardens have provided a wildlife corridor. Both reserves can be 
rich in birds and bird surveys have been conducted on a regular basis. Birds have bred within the 
reserve and it is hoped with an implemented bird box maintenance regime that this may increase the 
breeding population. Section 16.4.4 includes a list of bird species seen here. 
 
Belsize Wood has a broad diversity of insect species, probably due to a floral diversity within the LNR, 
and reflecting a policy of allowing a quantity of wood matter to decay and the presence of leaf litter. 
Additionally twig piles, loggeries and a constructed insect house may contribute to this diversity.  The 
2001 insect survey demonstrated a high diversity of invertebrates particularly 19 hoverfly and 47 
beetle species. Invertebrate species seen here are listed in section 16.4.3. 
 
Excluding birds, the reserve has low representation of vertebrate species. However Foxes and Grey 
Squirrels can often be seen and frogs have been seen in the pond, despite its relatively recent 
installation. Hopefully a fully functioning pond can induce further organisms to make use of it. The 
introduction of emergent vegetation and easy access may be of benefit. Birds have been seen to 
utilize the pond for bathing and drinking purposes.  
 
Bat numbers/species appear to be low but this may be down to a lack of survey data. It is hoped with 
the introduction of bat boxes this may induce them to utilize the reserve‟s summer insect bounty. 

 

10.3.3. Other 

 
The 2010-2011 plant gall surveys found a high numbers of mite induced galls and a good 
representative mix of Hymenoptera induced galls- most noticeably the uncommon Hedgehog Gall 
(Hampstead Heath being a stronghold for this species).  
 
The policy of utilizing dead wood has induced occasional fungal fruiting bodies to appear, although 
recorded species numbers remain low due to a lack of survey data.  
 
A spectacular sighting of a slime mould species in between stages of development was a particular 
highlight of 2009. 
 
A full listing of galls, leafmines and slime moulds is included in section 16.4.5. 

 
10.4. Evaluation 

Woodland is a scarce habitat in London including LB Camden and is thus of considerable habitat 
value. LB Camden has a total of 110 hectares of woodland. This is being protected in the Camden 
Biodiversity Action Plan and the continued management of Belsize Wood contributes to this. 

The flora & fauna of the nature reserve includes some species which are uncommon.  
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The woodland contains a variety of species and has a varied structure, including open areas and a 
graded edge to glades. This provides good cover, feeding and nesting habitats for a range of common 
birds and is a valuable invertebrate habitat. 

A Phase 1 habitat survey, performed July 27
th
 2011, before the pond was constructed, found the 

following habitat areas in Belsize Wood LNR: 
A1.1.1 Broad leaved woodland – semi natural 
A2.1 Scrub/ dense 
J2,1  Intact hedge 
J2.4 Fence 
J2.5 Wall 

Evaluation of the site against GLA criteria 

These criteria were developed for selecting sites, but are often used for evaluation of established 
sites. 

Criterion 
 

Representation The site has a typical urban woodland character. 

Habitat rarity The habitats present are not rare. However, woodland is scarce in 
Camden. The incorporation of a pond adds to the habitat rarity 
criterion. 

Species rarity Section 16.4 Observed Species List show the species recorded on 
the site, demonstrating that some are scarce or rare (particularly the 
invertebrates).   

Habitat richness Habitat diversity is limited. 

Species richness Species richness is good for such a small urban site, reflecting the 
site‟s management, but can be improved. 

Size The site is small, this being typical of nature reserves in LB Camden 
and reflects land development pressure. 

Important populations of species Not applicable here. 

Ancient character The woodland is not ancient in character, although some of the trees 
are old. The site has an unusual character, for urban London, of 
never having been built on, although it suffers from some building 
associated contamination. 

Recreatability The habitats in the reserve are potentially recreatable; however there 
is a great shortage of available suitable sites in LB Camden. 

Typical urban character The site is surrounded by intensive housing and a hospital. 

Cultural or historic character The site is adjacent to the architecturally important Isokon building. 

Geographic position The site is isolated from other wildlife habitat areas.  The nearest 
areas of habitat/open space are Hampstead Heath (c.0.75km north), 
Primrose hill and Adelaide Local Nature Reserve (c.1.0km south). It 
is isolated from any potential green corridor. 

Access The Belsize Wood LNR site is closed to the public except at 
weekends and during events and work days. Russell Nurseries 
Woods are open every day during daylight hours 
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Use The site is managed as a sanctuary for wildlife and an area where 
visitors can see and learn about wildlife and nature conservation. 
Both areas can be readily walked through and are on routes used by 
local people accessing adjacent roads.  

Potential The site has considerable potential for further development of both 
biodiversity and visitor attraction.  

Aesthetic appeal The reserve is an attractive area of semi-natural habitat and has a 
peaceful character. 

Table 3 Evaluation of the site against GLA criteria 

  

11. Site Objectives: 

 

11.1. Site policy 

 
Site policy is to maintain and extend the LNR nature of the site. The priority is thus protecting the 
interests of its wildlife but also accommodating opportunities for the community to enjoy nature. 
Detailed policies that expand on how this can continue to be achieved are included in Section 11.5 
Listing of Objectives. 

 
11.2. Site vision 

 

The reserve will be a well managed haven for wildlife that supports a growing biodiversity of native 
species whilst providing good opportunities for the community to enjoy contact with nature within an 
aesthetically pleasing environment. 
 

11.3. Strengths & weaknesses 

 

A SWOT analysis of the site was performed by LB Camden staff and Friends volunteers in late 2007. 
This listed strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and challenges. Each identified item was scored out 
of ten for importance and feasibility of action with a final score being generated for each item based 
on the multiple of these two scores. Key scores are highlighted and underlined. 
 

STRENGTHS 
Item Importance Can we do 

anything? 
Score 

Well developed woodland 10 8 80 
Work on reserve extension has improved it 

greatly with good access 

9 10 90 

Good fund raising ability locally 10 10 100 
Plant life can be improved 10 10 100 
Bird life is good 8 8 64 
Bees and other insects present 8 6 48 
Total area is now significant – good for 

wildlife 

8 2 16 

 

 

Table 4 – Strengths from SWOT analysis 
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WEAKNESSES 
Item Importance Can we do 

anything? 
Score 

New block of flats – light pollution 2 0 0 
Path through area is still dark and secluded 

– unlocked area 

7 8 56 

Ditto locked area 2 8 16 
Still crime threat present 6 5 30 
Soil is poor in places with rubble and 

rubbish, possibly contaminated 

9 8 72 

Isolated from other green areas 6 0 0 
Very shaded 8 10 80 
Heavy ivy growth in places 7 10 70 
Tree and plant variety not good 9 10 90 
Disabled access is limited 8 8 64 
Dangerous trees (have since been removed) 9 10 90 

 

Table 5 – Weaknesses from SWOT analysis 

 

 

11.4. Opportunities & threats 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Item Importance Can we do 

anything? 

Score 

Lighting to improve safety 2 (light 

pollution) 

8 16 

New reserve area – more events e.g. 

animals 

8 10 80 

Open up glade areas to let in more light 8 10 80 
More regular opening - seasonal 8 10 80 
Ditto – all year 4 10 40 
Bring back the owls with owl box (since 

installed) 

9 8 72 
More Spring bulb planting 8 10 80 
Introduce Stag beetles 7 8 56 
More planting herbs and shrubs 10 10 100 
Get kids in 8 8 64 
We could improve disabled access 8 8 64 
Hand rails 9 8 72 
Use for educating in nature, environment, 

recycling 

9 10 90 

Encourage birds by diversifying habitats 8 8 64 
Leave/encourage nettles for butterflies 8 10 80 
More rubbish bins 8 8 64 
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More conservation friendly features in 

“park” area (i.e. non-reserve area) 

9 10 90 

 

Table 6 – Opportunities from SWOT analysis. 

 

THREATS 
Item Importance Can we do 

anything? 
Score 

Still rather menacing – crime potential 6 5 30 
Vandalism threat 4 5 20 
New flats light/ rubbish/ noise disturbance 

potential 

2 0 0 

Return of drug abuse 8 5 40 
Invasive species – Japanese knotweed, 8 10 80 
 Invasive species  - Harlequin ladybirds 4 0 0 
Antisocial behaviour can frighten people off 6 5 30 
Dog poo – needs bins 9 8 72 
Rubbish – needs more bins 7 8 56 
Climate change will affect future wildlife in 

unpredictable manner 

10 4 40 

 

Table 7 – Threats from SWOT analysis. 

 
These observations and actions have in part already been acted on. Where more work is required this 
is reflected in the Objectives and Operations below. However disabled access is recognised as being 
problematical on this very sloping site, although it has been addressed to some extent with upgrades 
to the steps and more handrails.  
  

11.5. Listing of objectives 

 

11.5.1. To conserve the existing biodiversity and enhance it where appropriate giving 
priority to species that conform to appropriate NVC classifications.  

 Typically as W8 Fraxinus excelsior-Acer campestre-Mercurialis perennis 
woodland (South Eastern England) and W10. 

 In the past plant introductions have not always been appropriate – in future 
introductions should be mindful of the natural ecological community present. 

 Expert and community approval should always be sought concerning 
introductions – by consulting LB Camden conservation professionals and the 
Friends of Belsize Wood. 

 Introductions should only be of native species appropriate to this area and the 
nature of the site. 

 Examination of the success of previous introductions will give clues as to which 
are likely to be successful. 

 Fallen or cut wood should be left on site to provide a habitat for insects and 
fungi. 
 

11.5.2. To conserve and enhance where appropriate the habitats present. 

 The site is predominantly woodland and this scarce habitat should be conserved. 

 Glades have been encouraged in several areas and should be conserved. 

 Some open areas have been successfully planted with attractive spring bulbs – 
these areas should be kept open. 

 The introduction of a pond is a welcome development and will contribute to the 
site‟s biodiversity. 
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11.5.3. To be supportive of the LB Camden Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 To be mindful of the content of the plan when identifying project targets. 

 To be aware of the content of the plan and work within any constrictions that 
this may impose. 

 To ensure that volunteers comply with the BAP by consulting LB Camden 
conservation professionals. 

 To support the achievement of the plan‟s targets. 
 

11.5.4. To be mindful of the aesthetic impact of the site’s appearance. 

 The aesthetic appearance of the site is key in achieving the support of the 
community, reducing vandalism and helping to protect the site from unwanted 
future changes. 

 Aesthetic appearance is an important element in the community‟s enjoyment of 
the site. 

 The importance of litter picking from all areas of the site, including those that are 
less accessible, needs to be impressed on volunteers. 

 Dead hedging can look untidy. The posts should be of a standardised size. 
Neither leaves nor material containing thorns should be included. 

 All arisings from vegetation cutting should be stacked neatly and out of site in 
designated areas or structures and away from fences.  

 Volunteers need to be made aware of the importance of aesthetic appearance – 
LB Camden conservation professionals can always be consulted. 

 Any major occurrences of rubbish or garden waste dumping should be 
investigated if possible and well advertised action taken against the perpetrators. 

 However the interests of wildlife will always have priority which means that park-
like tidiness will not be required. Material which may look untidy may also be a 
wildlife habitat. 

 
11.5.5. To promote good conservation practise based on mindfulness of the impact of 

species management on the ecological system as a whole. 

 Individual organisms and species populations do not exist in isolation from the 
others around them and this should be recognised. 

 No pesticides or herbicides should used. 

 The impact of potential shading as trees and plants grow should be planned for. 

 The area around introduced plants should be weeded. 

 Volunteers need to be made aware of the potentially harmful impact that 
insensitive conservation work can have through appropriate training 
programmes. 

 

11.5.6. To avoid potentially harmful introductions and translocations 

 As a general rule non-native species should not be introduced to the reserve. 

 Non-native species, when they are found, should be removed. 

 Translocations that might spread diseases such as amphibians & frogspawn 
must not occur. 

 No species should be introduced without the approval of LB Camden 
conservationists or their nominated collaborators and the Friends of Belsize 
Wood. 

 A record must be kept of all introductions. 

 Introduced plants must either be collected locally from similar habitats or 
purchased from Flora Locale (http://www.floralocale.org/) approved suppliers.  

 
11.5.7. To devise & implement surveying programmes of the site’s biodiversity to both 

assess progress of conservation management and to contribute to national & 
regional surveying programmes. 

 Some groups of organisms can be surveyed routinely using local expertise – 
others will require outside expertise. 

 All results should be forwarded to Gigl or other wildlife data collection centres. 
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 Volunteers should be given opportunities to be trained in species identification. 
 

11.5.8.  To provide the local community and visitors with an accessible and attractive 
place to enjoy nature.  

 Belsize Wood Local Nature Reserve, being an LNR, is required to engage the 
local community by involving them in management and running events to 
enable then to enjoy the reserve. 

 The same considerations should apply to Russell Nurseries Woods. 

 The Urban Garden (Sensory Garden) area should be brought into conservation 
management and made available to the community. 

 
11.5.9.  To raise the profile of the site by providing a well advertised programme of 

regular site events for the community and using the resources of the local media. 

 Events should be run at least monthly and more regularly as resources allow, 
and be well advertised. 

 Local community organisations such as schools should be encouraged to use 
the site. 

 Volunteers such as BTCV Green Gym should be encouraged to join the Friends 
of Belsize Wood and participate in running events. 

 
 11.5.10   To encourage local people to participate in the active management of the  
  reserve  

 The Friends of Belsize Wood should be supported with ongoing involvement in 
the management of both the site and site events and activities. 

 Any major changes (such as substantial tree removal) should only take place 
after local people have been consulted. 

 Other local community organisations such as the local Tenants and Residents 
group should be kept aware of developments and consulted where appropriate. 

 The media should be used to interest local people in specific areas of site 
management and operation. 

 
11.5.11   To provide a resource for both formal and informal education in biodiversity 
 and conservation. 

 Nature is under threat everywhere and urban nature reserves should be 
considered a key resource for raising awareness. 

 Events with an informal educational event should be provided. 

 The sites formal educational value should be made available to schools, colleges 
and Universities. 

 Natural history groups such as the London Natural History Society should be 
encouraged to run events in the site. 

 
11.5.12   To keep a record of all site activities. 

 Past record keeping of developments affecting the site, conservation work 
completed and species introductions have not always been complete.   

 Information like this is important for evaluating the impact of work completed and 
is itself a valuable resource. 
 

11.5.13   Children’s dens 

 Children‟s dens have been constructed in the reserve in the past and appear to 
have been used regularly. 

 Policy is to be tolerant of dens as long as they are: 
o Used and kept tidy 
o Out of the way 
o Not attracting rough sleepers 
o Dens will only be tolerated at the discretion of LB Camden 
o The interests of site biodiversity will always be a priority 

 
11.5.14    To meet all legal, health & safety and other requirements.  
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 First Aid support should always be available on site during events – qualified 
First Aiders and an updated First Aid kit. 

 Preliminary talks on tools safety should be given before conservation events. 

 Risk assessments should always be made for events and kept for inspection 

 The site risk assessment should be kept up to date. 

 Tools should be kept in safe & functional condition and regularly inspected – 
this should be documented. 

 

 

11.6 Relationship to Camden Biodiversity Action Plan 

 
The Camden Biodiversity Action Plan focuses on habitats including the relevant one here – woodland. 

Major aspects of the Woodland, hedgerows and trees section of the BAP are: 

 To safeguard, and improve the management of existing woodland, hedgerows and 
trees in appropriate locations for the benefit of biodiversity and contribute to 
Camden‟s sustainability and quality of life. 

 To create new areas of UK BAP woodland habitat in the borough. 

 To promote and improve the enjoyment, access and use of Camden‟s woodlands, 
hedgerows and trees.  

 To increase the sustainable economic use of woodland in Camden 

Progress with the Camden Biodiversity Action plan can be inspected on the BARS web site 
(http://ukbars.defra.gov.uk/). 

 

12 Main Management Operations: 
 

12.1 List of operations 
 
12.1.1 Maintenance tasks 

 
12.1.1.1 Maintain bird feeding station. 

Rationale: Bird feeders attract birds – a feature appreciated by visitors. They also 
provide food for birds, thereby improving their survival prospects. 
Task: Top up the bird feeders with bird seed or other bird foods. 
Timing: Ideally twice a week. 
Location: Two bird feeder areas, one each in Belsize Wood LNR and Russell 
Nurseries Woods. 
Notes: The bird feeders should be removed, sterilised and cleaned when they are 
obviously dirty as failure to do this may spread bird diseases. This is a proven 
cause of recent declines in finch populations. 
 

12.1.1.2 Clean out bird boxes. 
Rationale: Bird boxes can accumulate bird parasites and should therefore be 
cleaned out every year. 
Task: Use a ladder to approach and remove the bird box, have someone work with 
you for safety reasons. Open the bird box and remove any contents. Restore in 
place. 
Timing: Every winter 
Location: As indicated on the provided map. 
Notes: Wear gloves to protect you from parasites and diseases. Be aware that 
bees can sometimes colonise bird boxes. Keep records of any bird boxes that have 
been used – a measure of bird breeding. 
 

12.1.1.3 Litter collection. 
Rationale: Litter is hazardous, unsightly and encourages anti-social behaviour. It thus 
needs to be removed promptly. Litter is not collected by contractors within the 
reserves and thus has to be removed by volunteers. 
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Task: Collect litter items using a litter picker and deposit in sturdy rubbish bags. 
These can be transferred to the estate rubbish shelter, next to Jim‟s Pitch in 
Woodland Walk. 
Timing: At least monthly. If resources allow collect more regularly. If site opening 
frequency changes the litter collecting frequency will also have to change.  
Location: Throughout Belsize Woods, including less accessible areas. 
Notes: Wear gloves but try to avoid collecting litter by hand (sometimes this is 
unavoidable). Hazardous waste such as needles and syringes must be collected into 
a sharps disposal bin which is transferred when full to an incineration facility (Parks 
Officers can advise on this). Glass should be collected and disposed of separately 
from other litter. Volunteer team leaders should impress on volunteers the importance 
of this work. 

 
12.1.1.4 Bird surveys. 

Rationale: Birds are popular wildlife that the public are interested in. Data collected 
over a period of time is valuable and can give an indication both of conservation work 
success and bird population trends. 
Task: Use binoculars, provided logging sheets and an identification book. Walk a 
regular walk through the reserve noting types, numbers and locations of birds. The 
survey should last 1 hour ending by 11am at the latest to ensure comparability of 
results. 
Timing: Monthly throughout the year. 
Location: Throughout Belsize Woods. 
Notes: Bird identification skills are common and members of the public can become 
involved in this. Volunteer groups should train their volunteers in bird identification 
skills. Surveys should be submitted to an LB Camden conservation professional or 
their nominated collaborator for checking and collation. All data should then be 
forwarded to Gigl. 

 

12.1.1.5 Plant surveys. 
Rationale: Plants are popular wildlife that the public are interested in. Data collected 
over a period of time is valuable and can give an indication both of conservation work 
success and plant species trends. 
Task: Use logging sheets and an identification book. Log species types. This can be 
all species or just herbs, shrubs or trees. It can be restricted to just plant species in 
flower. A previously seen species list is included in section 16.4.1. A camera can be 
used to photograph uncertain identifications for later evaluation. Surveys should be 
submitted to an LB Camden conservation professional or their nominated collaborator 
for checking and collation. All data should then be forwarded to Gigl. Rarities of 
potential national, regional or site significance should be immediately reported to an 
LB Camden conservation professional. 
Timing: Monthly throughout the year. Some plants may only be observed or identified 
easily in certain seasons. 
Location: Throughout Belsize Woods. 
Notes: Plant identification skills are fairly common and members of the public can 
become involved in this. Volunteer groups should train their regular volunteers in 
plant identification skills.  

 
12.1.1.6 Other wildlife surveys. 

Rationale: Surveys of other wildlife groups are of intrinsic interest as well as giving 
insights into conservation success. Finding rare or significant species may prompt 
actions to protect and encourage those species.  
Task: Specialised expertise will normally be required for many groups. Specialised 
equipment may be required. Sometimes local, free expertise may be available. 
Possibilities include: butterflies & moths, mammals, bats, various insect groups. Lists 
of previously recorded species are in section 16.4 Observed species lists. 
Timing: As resources allow.  
Location: Throughout Belsize Woods. 
Notes: Expert organisations can be consulted and may provide expertise. Expertise 
may incur a cost.  
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12.1.1.7 Japanese Knotweed control. 

Rationale: This is an invasive species that may spread rapidly, shade out other 
species and even cause damage to nearby buildings. At Belsize Wood is appears to 
be of little threat, however it should be eliminated. 
Task: Collect plant growth, removing roots if possible as growth will regenerate 
readily. Bag up and have removed for destruction by qualified personnel. LB Camden 
has a programme for controlling this species, which should be consulted. 
Location: From areas identified on provided map, plus any other noted areas. 
Timing: Consult the LB Camden programme.  
Notes: It is illegal to spread this plant to other sites, a reflection of its potential threat. 

  
12.1.1.8 Cut back vegetation obstructing paths. 

Rationale: Vegetation obstructing paths makes visiting the site a less inviting and 
attractive experience. In some cases such as Bramble or Stinging nettles it may 
cause discomfort. 
Task: Cut back vegetation overgrowing paths. 
Timing: Monthly throughout the growing season. 
Location: Paths throughout Belsize Woods. 
Notes: Avoid damage to desired species. This work should be supervised by 
someone qualified to recognise plant species and their value such as an LB Camden 
conservation professional or other persons qualified to identify plants. If there is any 
doubt about the significance of a plant leave it. All arisings should be stacked neatly 
and out of site in designated areas or structures and away from fences. 

 

 

12.1.1.9 Weed out vegetation growing or falling on paths. 
Rationale: Vegetation growing in or falling on paths, including leaves, may eventually 
obscure them. It is desirable to maintain paths in good condition to enhance the 
visitor experience 
Task: Use hand trowels to dig vegetation out from paths by the roots. Collect fallen 
leaves, 
Timing: Throughout the growing and leaf fall seasons as required. 
Location: Paths throughout Belsize Woods. 
Notes: Avoid damage to desired species – these may require leaving or transferring 
elsewhere. This work should be supervised by someone qualified to recognise plant 
species and their value such as LB Camden conservation professional or other 
persons qualified to identify plant species. All arisings should be stacked neatly and 
out of site in designated areas or structures and away from fences.  

 
12.1.1.10 Cut down tall herbs in glade areas. 

Rationale: Some areas have been cleared as glades and planted with low growing 
herbs to increase biodiversity. The often rapid growth of tall or spreading plants such 
as bramble and thistles may shade out such species reducing biodiversity. 
Task: Cut down undesirable plants and dig out by the roots as far as is practicable 
without damaging desired species. 
Timing: Late summer or throughout the growing season if required. 
Zones: In areas indicated on provided map. 
Notes: This work should be supervised by someone qualified to recognise which plant 
species are to be removed and which left such as an LB Camden conservation 
professional or others qualified to identify plant species. All arisings should be 
stacked neatly and out of site in designated areas and structures and away from 
fences. In some cases plants should be left to flower (but not seed) before removal – 
nectar is a valuable food source for insects. 

 

12.1.1.11 Cut back vegetation in bulb planted areas 
Rationale: Spring bulbs have been planted in several areas and make an attractive 
display which should be protected. 
Task: Cut back intrusive vegetation in bulb planted areas. 
Timing: Annual task in winter. 
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Zones: In areas indicated on provided map. 
Notes: Additional planting of bulbs in these areas is desirable. 

 
12.1.1.12 Pull ivy in selected areas. 

Rationale: Ivy can rapidly cover the ground blanketing out other species. It can grow 
up trees casting excessive shade throughout the year that can inhibit ground level 
herbs and shrubs. It can make vulnerable trees top heavy and prone to toppling. 
However it also provides a good habitat for some species – nesting space & cover for 
birds, ground cover for invertebrates, late flowering for late season insects and 
berries through the winter for birds. It is also evergreen and thus provides an 
attractive feature during winter. 
Task: Remove 20% of ground cover ivy every year. Remove ivy from around 30% of 
effected trees only if growth is considered excessive. Latter will normally require 
cutting at the roots, leaving the ivy to die and then stripping off later. 
Location: In areas identified in provided map. 
Timing: Winter task. 
Notes: All arisings should be stacked neatly and out of sight in designated areas and 
structures and away from fences. Avoid the use of the expression “ground ivy” – this 
is quite another species. American visitors often ask about poison ivy – this species 
does not occur in Britain. 

 
12.1.1.13 Maintain tidiness of open area on steps 

Rationale: The open area next to the steps that lead down from the estate to Lawn 
Road, that bisect the two woodland areas, is not within the reserve area but is not 
maintained by LB Camden and would benefit from volunteer attention as it is prone to 
become very untidy in appearance. 
Task: Litter pick including inaccessible areas. Remove dead fallen wood, tidy 
vegetative growth. 
Timing: Monthly litter pick. Annual vegetative clearance in winter. 
Location: As described and indicated on provided map. 
Notes: Collected brash can be included in reserve brash. 
 

12.1.1.14 Inspect trees for safety. 
Rationale: All trees eventually die – even if they live for centuries. This can pose a 
hazard when they fall. Diseased trees can also cause unexpected fall hazards. 
Task: A regular tree inspection by a professional should occur. Note any obviously 
hazardous trees when inspecting the site. Call the LB Camden tree department if 
there are problems that cannot be dealt with safely by volunteers. Inspect trees 
overhanging neighbouring areas for issues. Be aware of which trees have Tree 
Protection Orders. 
Timing: Tree inspection is an annual task carried out by LB Camden conservation & 
tree section professionals. 
Location: Throughout Belsize Woods. 
Notes: Detecting disease in trees is an expert skill. Cutting down large trees is 
dangerous and should only be done by qualified individuals. 

 

12.1.1.15 Inspect condition of interpretation materials. 
Rationale: Interpretation materials are a major form of informal education for visitors 
and generate respect for the site and its wildlife.  
Task: Inspect interpretation boards for graffiti and damage. Graffiti can be wiped off. 
Check interpretation leaflet (nature trail & tree trail) availability in dispensers and top 
up if necessary. Ensure that “What‟s About” black board lists of recently seen species 
are in use. Check that notice board displays up to date information. 
Timing: Monthly 
Location: Throughout Belsize Woods. 
Notes: Wilful damage to interpretation materials seems to be rare. The nature trail 
and tree trail interpretation leaflets should be made available from the LB Camden 
web site as pdf files that can be printed off. 

 
12.1.1.16 Inspect condition of access features. 
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Rationale: Paths, steps and seating must be kept safe for our visitors. Gate opening 
& closing should follow an agreed programme. 
Task: Inspect these features. If hazards are detected isolate with warning signs until 
the damage can be remedied. From time to time check that the gate opening is 
following the agreed programme. 
Timing: Monthly inspection tour. 
Location: Throughout Belsize Woods.  
Notes: Other features such as insect houses, stag beetle loggeries, bird feeders, 
condition of hard surfacing in shelter area etc can be inspected at this time but not 
necessarily monthly. The gates should be left sufficiently open when opened for it to 
be clear to the public that they have been opened to allow access. 

 

12.1.1.17 Site condition surveys to identify tasks 
Rationale: Site overall conditions need to be evaluated regularly outside of the 
context of conservation sessions. 
Task: A site survey should be performed by LB Camden conservation professionals 
or other qualified persons to identify immediate and future issues requiring attention. 
Any species of particular significance should be noted. A log should be kept of 
required tasks that can be presented to volunteer groups.  
Timing: Monthly site condition inspection. 
Location: Throughout Belsize Woods. 
Notes: This can be a very broad inspection covering all aspects of the site. Any 
issues that might impact on the neighbours of the site should also be noted. The 
integrity of the boundary fences should be inspected. Issues that impact on safety are 
particularly important – if necessary the site risk assessment should be updated and 
its contents acted on. 

 
12.1.1.18 Insect house maintenance 

Rationale: Insect houses of various kinds have been installed around the reserve and 
are a visually attractive feature as well as being of wildlife value. 
Task: Inspect and clean out all insect houses. 
Timing: Annual winter task. 
Location: As indicated on provided map. 
Notes: In some cases insect houses may be used by hibernating insects, in which 
case they should not be disturbed. Great care should be taken to ensure this. Insect 
house cleaning should only happen at the instigation of LB Camden professionals or 
other qualified persons. 

 
12.1.1.19 Dog walking control 

 
Rationale: The area is popular with dog walkers and there needs to be a policy that 
balances the interests of dog walkers and wildlife. 
Task: Maintain notices that make it clear that dog walking is allowed in the Russell 
Nurseries Open Space only but not in Russell Nurseries Nature Reserve, nor Belsize 
Wood LNR.  
Timing: Inspect monthly. 
Notes: There has been occasional evidence of fighting dog training, usually as 
damage to tree branches. This should be noted and the community police informed 
when it occurs. If dog fouling is persistent the policy should be reviewed. 

 
12.1.1.20 Site conservation work record keeping 

Rationale: Full site records should be kept so that the impact of conservation work 
can be evaluated. 
Task: Maintain a log of all work completed. Use the quarterly spreadsheet printouts 
supplemented by other materials such as planting logs.  
Location: Throughout Belsize Woods. 
Timing: Following all work sessions. 
Notes: Conservation groups such as Green Gym should record work planned, work 
completed and work still due using provided forms signed off by the session leader. 
These should be deposited with LB Camden. 
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12.1.2 Development tasks 
 

12.1.2.1 Install additional handrails alongside steps at north end of LNR 
Rationale: This is the only area within the LNR free of step handrails - additional 
handrails in this area will help to solve access problems. 
Task: Install hand rails simulating previous work by Green Gym in the LNR. 
Location: Steps at north end of LNR. 
Timing: Monies are available for this work to commence in first quarter 2012. Consult 
with Green Gym to decide payment, time frame of completion etc.  
Notes:  

  
12.1.2.2 Plant ferns in pond supporting wall 

Rationale: Addition of ferns to the pond‟s supporting wall will add some much needed 
biodiversity to this area. 
Task: Plant ferns in the pond‟s supporting wall into soil in gaps between the bricks 
Location: The pond in Belsize Wood LNR. Monitor & record introduction success. 
Timing: Winter 2011. 
Notes: Most suitable fern species:  
Hart‟s Tongue (Phyllitis scolopendrium) 
Wall Rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria) 
Rationale for choice: Both would cope within the confines of a wall. Both are also 
native to NW3 (as found on the LNHM plant postcode database).  Whilst there are 
other native species within NW3, none conform to size restrictions. 
If either of the above two species are unavailable: 
Royal Fern (Osmunda regalis). When free growing, it can get quite large (2-4 meters). 
It can however be grown as a small specimen in confines. 

 
12.1.2.3 Pond maintained for amphibian/fauna access 

Rationale: The addition of rocks to the shallow end of the pond would provide visiting 
amphibians with improved access. 
Task: Carefully lower rocks into the shallow end of the pond avoiding damage to the 
liner, to form a structure that will allow movement of amphibians in and out of the 
pond. Inspect occasionally to ensure that they are still in place. 
Location: The pond in Belsize Wood LNR. 
Timing: Final quarter 2011. 
Notes: Such access improvements also benefit drinking invertebrates. Additionally 
partially submerged rocks can allow access to visiting birds. The placing of dead 
hedging in close proximity to the pond can provide a transitional resting place for 
birds wishing to visit the pond. 

 

12.1.2.4 Install water butt to collect water from shelter for the pond 
Rationale: The pond needs a source of rain water that is fresh. This is in preference 
to rain run-off from soil that contains nutrients that encourage algal growth. 
Task: The LNR entrance and entrance bench are covered by an inclining roof. This 
roof can be used to collect water with the introduction of guttering, pipes and a water 
butt. Collected water can then be used for pond top up and the watering of plants.  
Location: LNR entrance & shelter. 
Timing: Winter 2011/12. 
Notes: This could be installed by volunteer groups or contractors. Materials can be 
bought by LB Camden using available funds assigned to the upgrade of Belsize 
Woods. 

 
12.1.2.5 Introduction of pond gastropods to Belsize Wood LNR pond for algal 

control 
Rationale: The location of the pond with land water runoff from heavy rains may 
induce increased nitrification resulting in excessive algae. Gastropods have been 
known to keep down excessive algal blooms.  
Task: Introduce the native pond snail, Ramshorn Snail (Planorbarius corneus). 
P.corneus eggs are available from sources where snails are bred in sterile conditions; 
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this would eliminate the possibility of any pathogen that may be transmitted. Monitor 
& record introduction success.  
Location: The pond in Belsize Wood LNR. 
Timing: Spring 2012 
Notes: P.corneus is already found and noted in Camden ponds. This must only be 
carried out by a representative from the LB Camden nature conservation team or 
other qualified person. 

 

12.1.2.6 Lay the Hawthorn hedge. 
Rationale: The Hawthorn hedge is meant to provide a security barrier between the 
Belsize Wood LNR and the Isokon. This can be improved by laying which will thicken 
its structure.  
Task: The hedge should be laid using standard laying methodology. 
Location: Hawthorn hedge between Isokon and path at bottom of Belsize Wood LNR.  
Timing: Spring 2012  
Notes: This work must be conducted under the supervision of someone with 
appropriate expertise who has conducted hedge laying previously. Take care not to 
damage other herbs or shrubs growing under or in the vicinity of the hedge. Ensure 
that the height of the hedge after laying is still sufficient to provide security to the 
Isokon. The inhabitants of the Isokon must be leafleted with an explanation of why the 
work is necessary and what it consists of. They could even be invited to participate. 
All arisings should be stacked neatly out of site. For information on good hedge laying 
practice consult National Hedge Laying Society (NHLS). www.hedgelaying.org.uk. 
Hawthorn should be cut during winter and is best done in January or February. It 
should not be cut outside of these months. 

 
 

12.1.2.7 Thin out existing trees in Russell Nurseries Woods and replace with a 
greater variety of tree species. 

Rationale: Trees in Russell Nurseries Woods are creating considerable shade, 
preventing development of ground flora. They have not been managed and many are 
in poor condition. There is also a substantially lower diversity of tree species than in 
the Belsize Wood LNR. 
Task: Remove 3 out 4 trees. Priority trees for removal should be at the top of the 
slope and also adjacent to the bisecting steps (Lawn Road to estate) that impede the 
view into Russell Nurseries Woods. Introduce glades and a wider variety of tree 
species. Monitor & record introduction success.  
Location: Zones 
Timing: Winter 2011/12. 
Notes: Introduction of glades will be achieved through removal of desired trees. A 
program is already in place for removal of trees. Trees agreed between LB Camden 
Conservation section and Trees section have been marked with a dye and are ready 
for removal. 
Tree felling in Russell Nurseries Woods must include recovery and reinstallation of 
bird & bat boxes, including the Owl nest box, where applicable.  
Replacement trees: a species mix of viable introductions has been agreed: 
Allow these trees to grow to maturity: 
   6 English Oak - Quercus robur 
   3 Small Leaved Lime- Tilia cordata 
   3 Hornbeam - Carpinus betula 
   2 Wayfaring Tree - Viburnum lantana 
   2 Rowan - Sorbus aucuparia 
Shrub layer: 
   1 Wych Elm - Ulmus glabra 
   2 Guelder Rose - Viburnum opulus 
   2 Spindle - Euonymus europaeus 
   2 Crab Apple - Malus sylvestris 
   2 Blackthorn - Prunus spinosa 
Coppice area maintained in rotational coppice:   
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   4 Hazel - Corylus avellana 
Area of Aspen 
   3 Aspen - Populus tremula 
Trees will be planted in tree pits with the addition of good quality soil. 

 

12.1.2.8 Continue to introduce spring bulbs into Belsize Wood LNR and Russell 
Nurseries Woods. 

Rationale: Spring bulbs thrive here and are an attractive feature for visitors. 
Task:  Plant bulbs each autumn. Monitor & record introduction success.  
Location: In previously bulb planted areas. 
Timing: Every autumn. 

Notes: Ransoms (Allium ursinum), Lords & Ladies (Arum maculatum), Wild Narcissus 

(Narcissus pseudonarcissus), Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis). Bluebells should be 

authentic Hyacinthoides non-scripta. 
  

12.1.2.9 Introduce climbing plants to railings 
Rationale: These can be planted to increase biodiversity and aesthetic appeal. 
Task: Introduce climbing plants adjacent to railings and ensure that they grow on and 
around the railings. Final choice of species to be arrived at through discussion 
between LB Camden and friends group. Correct practice for planting and control can 
then be investigated. Monitor & record introduction success.  
Location:  The climbers can be located on the many railings within both reserves. 
Timing: March 2012 
Notes:  Planting can be done by volunteers, supplied with relevant information on 
planting.  
The following suitable introductions are all listed as native to NW3 (as listed in the 
London Natural History Museum postcode database). All are noted as being tolerant 
of clay soil.  
Black Bryony - Tamus communis. Although noted as having a chalk soil preference, it 
does grow and flourish on clay (a recently discovered specimen within the LNR 
seems healthy). Benefits to biodiversity include associated insects and berries 
attractive to birds. Caution: berries poisonous to people (15 berry dose fatal to a 
child), however many other naturally occurring species are poisonous and its toxicity 
should not be a factor in its introduction. Planting in localities away from immediate 
accessibility may solve this problem. 
White Bryony - Bryonia dioica. A healthy population can be observed at Camley 
Street Natural Park. In addition to Lepiodoptera species, associated taxa include gall 
fly species Goniglossum wiedemanni (galls B. dioca fruit) and solitary bee species 
Andrena florae. The berries and seed are favoured by numerous bird species. B. 
dioca is noted for its vigorous growth and would therefore need to be controlled. 
European Honeysuckle/ Woodbine - Lonicera periclymenum. This attractive climbing 
plant would make an aesthetically pleasing addition to the reserves. The stunning 
flowers are a popular nectar source for night flying moths. L. periclymenum has a 
high level of attraction to Dipteral leaf miners, with 8 taxa associated. Dead or dying 
specimens should be leaf to rot as many invertebrate and lower life forms utilize L. 
periclymenum in this state. 
Native Wild Hops - Humulus lupulus.  Hops have been and are growing within 
Camden reserves and have been noted to grow well on clay, so it should flourish at 
Belsize Wood. In addition to the aesthetic appeal (particularly of the female cones), 
hop leaves are an associated food plant for 2 dipteral leaf miners, 2 beetle species 
and the Comma Butterfly - Polygonia c-album.  
Wild hop seed are available from stockists; however hops are generally cultivated via 
root cuttings. Hops are dioecious; therefore female cultivars may be sufficient. Hops 
are a short lived perennial that grows back the next year. They are known to produce 
an extensive root system that can cover an area up to five metres, so positioning 
would need to be taken into consideration in order to protect vulnerable plants within 
the vicinity. Health problems: monitor as a precaution for red spider mite 
(Tetranychus truncates), Damson-hop aphid (Phorodon humuli) and dowdy mildew.  
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12.1.2.10 Introduce shrubs & herbs to Russell Nurseries Woods  
 

Rationale: There is limited floral biodiversity in this area. This can be remedied by 
introductions. 
Task: Plant in raised beds when installed. Plant directly in the soil in other areas. 
Water well after planting. Monitor & record introduction success.  
Location: Raised beds and other suitable areas in Russell Nurseries Woods. 
Timing: Spring 2013 in raised beds. Other areas – spring 2012. 
Notes: Species can include Ransoms, Foxgloves, Common Violet, Honeysuckle, 
Primrose, Wood Anenome, Lesser Celandine, and Buckthorn 
  

12.1.2.11  Protection of tree saplings  
Rationale: All planted tree saplings or self sown saplings that are considered 
desirable should be protected with tree guards to protect them from uninformed 
volunteer removal.  
Task: Install tree guards around planted tree saplings or self sown saplings that are 
considered desirable  
Location: Throughout. 
Timing: When appropriate and resources available. 

 
12.1.2.12 Apply yoghurt to wall in Russell Nurseries Woods to encourage mosses 

& lichen.  
Rationale: The northern Russell Nurseries wall is low in biodiversity. Mosses and 
lichen have been suggested as being attracted to walls painted with a yoghurt 
suspension.  
Task: British Lichen Association recommend as best practice an application of 
yoghurt with the addition of a PVA. PVA (Polyvinyl acetate) is a biodegradable 
aqueous homopolymer used in glue and in agriculture as a binding agent. It fixes 
seed to soil grains whilst allowing rain and oxygen to permeate. In this instance it will 
allow the yoghurt suspension to remain on the wall for the desired period. Avoid 
applying during wet weather (check forecast). Monitor & record introduction success.  
Location: Wall at bottom of slope in Russell Nurseries Woods 
Timing: Spring 2012. 
Notes: PVA is biodegradable with no toxic side effects to the ecosystem. Caution: 
pure PVA without additional additives is to be used in precise quantities in addition to 
a recommended yoghurt variety. Best practice as outlined is to be observed. The 
addition of broken lichen pieces can be utilized if desired - friends group to be 
consulted. Desired lichen species to be recommended by LB Camden conservation 
staff. The procedure should be carried out by LB Camden professional staff. 

 
12.1.2.13 Install and plant raised beds for plants and shrubs in Russell Nurseries 

Woods to combat poor soil quality.  
Rationale: Russell Nurseries soil consists of brick mixed in with clay. To combat this 
poor soil quality raised beds will be installed. 
Task: The raised beds could occupy 2-3 square meters and an ovoid or circular 
shape could be used. Plan diagrams of proposed beds to be supplied by LB Camden. 
Diagrams illustrating the process step by step will also be supplied by an LB Camden 
officer.  
Location: Russell nurseries Woods. 
Timing: Autumn to winter 2012. 
Notes: Size and depth - Topography: Russell Nurseries is a sloping reserve. This 
slope will be a factor in determining positioning. Choice of area should be made by an 
LB Camden conservation officer. Existing planting must be taken into consideration. 
Appropriate plants to be decided by LB Camden Conservation team. As a guide for 
selection, NVC classifications and LNHM plant postcode finder should be consulted.  

  

12.1.2.14 Implement measures to improve soil quality in Russell Nurseries 
Woods 

Rationale: The soil quality in Russell Nurseries is poor with a lot of brick rubble 
present. This is contributing to the low biodiversity of this area. 
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Task: Clear ground by removing ivy. Rake off rubble from soil surface. Remove 
rubble from site. Dig in composted leaves etc collected from site and from other 
Camden parks. Install compost retaining structures for this material (see section 
12.1.2.20) 
Location: Russell Nurseries Reserve. 
Timing: Long term project - every winter until 2016 once composting areas are 
established. 
Notes: 

 
12.1.2.15 Introduce Mistletoe 

Rationale: Native Mistletoe (Viscum album) is considered to be under threat in the 
UK. A program of Mistletoe introduction is proposed for Belsize Woods.  
Task: The introduction technique consists of applying seeds to host tree bark in 
February without any cuts to the tree (insertion into cuts within tree bark is considered 
an unnecessary, antiquated and ineffective technique). Seeds are to be planted at a 
height in excess of two metres. This is to discourage the public from picking.  
Jonathon Briggs is considered the UK foremost authority on Mistletoe. Best practice 
for V. Album introduction (as written by Briggs) can be found at: 
http://www.mistletoe.org.uk/home/mtoebuyngrow5.htm 
Mistletoe growth monitoring - until the Mistletoe reaches a decent size (4-5 years) 
twice yearly checks must be a minimum requirement in August and February.  
Management after 4-5 years growth - V. Album is a plant parasite and does detract 
nutrients from the host plant; however it is not noted as being fatal to the host plant. It 
is known to be a drain on the host when excessive growth is left uncontrolled.  
From 2015-16 a representative of LB Conservation team should check its progress 
on a more regular basis as its growth may need controlling.  
Location: On specific trees. 
Timing: February 2012. 
Notes: This Mistletoe species is known to grow on host trees Hawthorn, Lime 
species, Poplars, Domestic Apple and False Acacia. Hawthorn is found extensively 
within both the LNR and Russell Nurseries. Common Lime (railings contained area) 
and Lombardi Poplar (open space) can be found in Russell Nurseries only.  
Mistletoe berries: ONLY Viscum album berries can be used and must be obtained 
from a reputable sustainable source. The below source is recommended. 
http://www.buy.mistletoe.org.uk/ 
The project is to be led by an LB Camden professional. 
Advice is available from Mistletoe matters website: 
http://www.jonathanbriggs.co.uk/mistletoe.htm 

 

12.1.2.16 Propagate any species on site that is considered desirable 
Rationale: Some desirable species are already established on site and would be 
worth propagating to other areas. 
Task:  Identify species to be propagated and consult professional advice on best 
means of propagation. Monitor & record introduction success.  
Location: Throughout, but particularly Russell Nurseries Woods and areas outside 
formal nature reserve limits. 
Timing: As appropriate to the species. 
Notes: Butchers Broom (divide plants in spring), Stinking Iris (collect berries and plant 
in autumn), Tutsan (take cutting in summer), Summer Snowflake (purchase bulbs and 
plant autumn), Wild Strawberry (sucker cuttings in spring). 

 
12.1.2.17 Introduce programme of coppicing Elm & pollarding Elder 

Rationale: Coppicing & pollarding extends the life span of trees, improves their 
appearance and provides a wildlife habitat.  
Task: Coppicing & pollarding should be led by somebody experienced in these 
techniques, or appropriate experience should be consulted. Elm should be coppiced 
before 10 metres height. 
Location: Throughout the sites. 
Timing: Late Winter 2012/13 and then as required. 
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Notes: Elm, due to its disease vulnerability when it reaches a certain height, would 
particularly benefit from coppicing. Wood from infected Elm trees should be 
destroyed. Infected branches develop a brown discolouration and die, often from the 
tree crown downwards. Elm trees rarely exceed 15 meters in height because of this 
disease. Elder growth can look very straggly in woodlands and pollarding will thus 
improve its appearance. 

 
12.1.2.18 Remove all garden privet. 

Rationale: Garden Privet is an introduced species native to Japan. It can grow most 
vigorously, and whilst the flowers and berries are of wildlife value the leaves are not. 
Task: All garden privet is to be removed outside of the flowering season and if 
possible is to be replaced by a native species of greater wildlife value, for example 
Ligustrum vulgare, native Wild Privet. Monitor & record introduction success.  
Location: Throughout site where garden privet can be located. 
Timing: Winter 2012/13 
Notes: Replacement with native privet might encourage the native Privet Hawk Moth- 
Sphinx ligustri, which feeds on L. vulgare leaves. Plant species introductions to be 
agreed by LB Camden and friends group. S. ligustri introductions could be made, 
subject to agreement between friends group and LB Camden. 

 

12.1.2.19 Tidiness 
Rationale: Good appearance is critical for improving the visitor experience and 
gaining respect for the site. This reduces vandalism by showing that an active 
management process is in place. 
Task: All arisings to be stacked neatly and out of site, site tidied up after conservation 
sessions. Composting areas should be identified and used. 
Location: Throughout. 
Timing: Ongoing. 
Notes: 

 

12.1.2.20 Establish composting areas  
Rationale: Installation of compost retaining structures in both Russell Nurseries 
Woods and Belsize Wood LNR would be of great help in managing cut brash, 
branches and leaves and would create of supply of composted material to assist with 
soil improvement in Russell Nurseries Woods. 
Task: Structures could be 3 metres by 3 metres and 1 metre tall. Construct using 
dead hedging method as used by Green Gym.  
Location: Beyond the bottom of the first path into Russell Nurseries Reserve.  
Timing: Construct in first quarter of 2012. 
Notes: Plenty of suitable branches for construction will be generated by planned tree 
work in Russell Nurseries Woods.  

 
12.1.2.21 Bird nest box relocation  

Rationale: Some nest boxes have been installed and used but are not always in the 
best locations and should be moved, 
Task: Identify nest boxes that would benefit from relocation and move into better 
locations. 
Location: To be identified by site inspection. 
Timing: Winter 2011/2012. 
Notes: Starling and Nuthatch boxes particularly need relocation.  
  

12.1.2.22 Bat box introduction 
Rationale: The site has potential for attracting bats. 
Task: Identify suitable sites (consult professional advice) and install boxes in group at 
appropriate heights. 
Location: Throughout the site. 
Timing: Winter 2013/2014. 
Notes: Surveys have not detected passing bats but have been limited in extent. 
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12.1.2.23 Install interpretation board and materials in Russell Nurseries Woods  
Rationale: The interpretation materials in Belsize Wood LNR are a successful feature 
that could be extended to Russell Nurseries Woods. 
Task: Identify source of funding, research content, design and manufacture and 
install. 
Location: Accessible position in Russell Nurseries woods – possibly adjacent to the 
bird feeding station. 
Timing: Winter 2013/2014 after suitable improvements have been completed. 
Notes: Lindsay Noble, who produced many of the Belsize Wood interpretation 
materials, should be considered for this work. 

 
12.1.2.24 Extend LNR status to Russell Nurseries Woods 

Rationale: Local Nature reserve is a prestigious status that confers a degree of 
protection. 
Task: This task will require substantial improvements to this area and involves a 
complex process monitored by Natural England to achieve. It may require grant 
support to employ a dedicated worker. 
Location: Russell Nurseries Woods. 
Timing: After site improvements and identification of funding - nominally from summer 
2012 for two years, but consult Natural England in summer 2012 about feasibility. 
Notes: This will only be possible after substantial site improvements – improved 
biodiversity, effective management & community involvement. 
 

12.1.2.25 Bring Nature Garden (Sensory Garden) into conservation management 
Rationale: This area has been locked almost from its first establishment due to 
concerns about antisocial behaviour. It is an attractive area and it is a pity that it is not 
accessible to the community. This lack of accessibility compromises its future. 
Task: Liaise with Housing Dept to assess feasibility. Invite Residents Association to 
co-operate on this project. Draw up plan. 
Location: Nature Garden adjacent to Tennis Club house. 
Timing: Discuss with Residents Association & Housing Dept in summer 2012. 
Notes: This area could be surveyed for biodiversity. 
  

12.1.2.26 Construct detailed site maps showing species locations and keep up to 
date 

Rationale: Detailed maps of the site are not at present available. They would assist 
greatly in planning and monitoring. 
Task: Survey site layout in detail, measure and draw up maps. Indicate locations of 
significant species. Use to plan projects. LB Camden Tree officers will have some 
mapping of the site and should be consulted. 
Location: The entire site. 
Timing: Summer 2013. 
Notes: Basic maps are under construction. 
  

12.1.2.27 Implement a programme of annual reviews and revisions of the 
management plan 

Rationale: This management plan will provide a good basis for the forth coming 
years. However nature reserves change as time goes on. A progressive plan of 
revisions and reviews can take on board and incorporate plans for their 
implementation. 
Task: Annual review in winter. 
Location: Not applicable. 
Timing: Every Winter 
Notes: A complete rewrite will be required in 2016. 

 
12.1.2.28 Mural on wall in Russell Nurseries Woods 

Rationale: The easterly wall of Russell Nurseries Woods that backs onto Du Maurier 
House is painted dull brown. The wall is not suitable for lichen or moss introduction. It 
would benefit from a colourful mural that would bring colour and vibrancy to this part 
of the reserve. 



Belsize Woods Management Plan – 2011-2016                         Page 33 
 

Task: Local schools could be involved in its design. It should be implemented by a 
professional artist experienced in such projects. Volunteers could help with its 
production. Painting could be directly onto the wall. 
Location: As described. 
Timing: Nominally Summer 2014. 
Notes: Funding would need to be found. Lindsay Noble has been used for this 
purpose successfully in the past. 

 

12.1.2.29 Investigate feasibility of linking the two areas. 
Rationale: The linking of green spaces is generally recognised as being 
advantageous for the movement of species.  
Task: Assess feasibility of physically linking Belsize Wood LNR with Russell 
Nurseries Woods. 
Location: Presumably a structure between the two areas. 
Timing: Assessment of feasibility nominally Summer 2014 
Notes: Construction would depend on funding availability. 

 
12.1.2.30 Install Field lab/ visitor centre 

Rationale: Field labs and visitors centres greatly enhance the visitor experience. Such 
features can be used by school groups and for other educational purposes. 
Task: Design after consulting potential users, collect estimates of cost, approach 
funding sources and then construct. 
Location: The Russell Nurseries Reserve provides greatest scope for such a project. 
Timing: Consult, design and collect costing estimates in summer 2015. Timing of 
subsequent construction would depend on funding availability 
Notes: Grant support could be sought. 

 

12.2 Quarterly operations listing 
 

This is available as an associated spreadsheet. Tasks, both maintenance and development, are listed 
by quarter with a listing of code, task, timing, location, work performed by, task completed and notes. 
The quarterly sections can be printed out and provided to volunteers. As tasks are completed they are 
ticked off on the original spreadsheet as a record of work completed. 
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13 Site Maps: 

 

13.1 Location 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 1 – Location map 
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13.2 Zone map 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Figure 2   Belsize Woods Zone map. Zones prefixed BW are in Belsize Wood Local Nature Reserve. 
Zones prefixed RN are in Russell Nurseries Woods. Solid black lines are exterior fences. Dashed 
lines are paths. Blue zones are more open areas with herbaceous plants and/or spring bulbs. 
 
These zones can be used in conservation task descriptions. 
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13.3 Grid map 

 

 

 
 

Figure 3 – Grid map 

This map can be used to precisely locate conservation tasks and wildlife observations. 
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13.4 Satellite map 

 

 

 
Figure 4 Satellite map 
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16 Appendices: 
 

16.1 Site history 
 

16.1.1  Location history 

The Godfrey Edition Hampstead maps of 1866, 1894 & 1915 and Ordnance Survey maps of 1879 – 
1878, 1952 – 1954 and 1963 – 1988 help to demonstrate the history of the site:  
1866 map - The area that now constitutes the reserve was open fields. The site was owned by British 
Rail by this time. The underground ventilation shafts are in place suggesting that substantial ground 
disturbance had already occurred. 
1870 – 1878 map - the area is open ground with extensive tree cover indicated. 
1894 map - It is now open land south of the South Western Fever (smallpox) Hospital (later to 
become the Royal Free Hospital). The hospital was located here allegedly due to the insanitary nature 
of the nearby River Fleet, a tributary of which ran through what is now Russell Nurseries Woods. A 
railway tunnel (the Lismore Circus Tunnel of the London Midland railway) had been built under the 
site, one of whose ventilation shafts is in the now LNR area. This will have required substantial 
excavation work. The sites proximity to the smallpox hospital helped to save it from development – 
property development in this area having been much discouraged for this reason (Thompson, F.M.L., 
1964). 
Part of what is now the estate – to the south east – shows the presence of greenhouses. 
1915 map - It is indicated as a nursery which appears to be substantial and covers the area which is 
now the estate as well as Belsize Wood. Some of the older trees on site are likely to date from this 
time. This is not the same as the Russell Nurseries that later occupy part of the site. 
 
1933 – Isokon building constructed adjacent to what is now Belsize Wood LNR. One of its prestigious 
tenants was Agatha Christie who wrote in her memoirs about the cherry tree in the adjacent woods 
that used to scrape against her window. The tree was later cut down but the volunteers planted a 
winter flowering cherry where it was – the only non-native species purposely introduced to the site. 
1948 - The site was leased for 21 years to John Russell (Hampstead) Ltd., who developed it for a 
nursery garden, Jazz club and public tennis courts as well as some light industry. The area which is 
now the woods was not built on, but the nursery garden may have incorporated part or all this area. 
1951 - Greater London Development plan declared the site Private Open Space. 
1952 – 1952 & 1963 – 1988 maps - Ordnance survey maps demonstrate tennis courts covering what 
is now the estate with the woods continuous and well wooded.  
1965 - British Rail obtained a Certificate of Alternative Use for residential development. 
1971 - Simultaneously the LB Camden proposed developing the whole site for residential use, the 
Royal Free Hospital proposed a hospital extension and the Westminster Diocese proposed a 
replacement for the St Richard of Chichester School (then located in Royal College Street, now 
closed). 
1972 – Isokon purchased by LB Camden but allowed to fall into disrepair and abandoned. 
1972 - LB Camden bought the land for housing use, with an agreement to share with the Royal Free 
Hospital. School proposal rejected. The regional Health Authority withdrew interest so LB Camden 
reverted solely to housing proposal with relocation of much reduced tennis courts.  
1977 - Public enquiry opened. Inspectors report concluded that there should be a “reasonable 
element of recreational provision easily accessible to the public”. LB Camden plans shelved 
temporarily due to government limits on council spending. 
1982 - LB Camden recommenced planning procedure. This prompted a vigorous and angry local 
campaign to save the site which was now named “Belsize Wood” to benefit from the prestigious 
association with Belsize Park. LB Camden arguments included a spurious claim that the woods only 
contained sycamore trees! A solution was reached and the woodland remaining after some housing 
development was divided into a fenced off “Woodland Nature Reserve” (now the LNR) and an open 
“Woodland Leisure Area” (now Russell Nurseries Woods Open Space and Reserve). 
1990s – Estate develops a bad reputation as previously homeless families fight it out. Problems with 
prostitution, robberies, burglaries and far right extremists. Local tenants organise and fight back and 
establish a better community. Russell Nurseries woods area continues to be problematical. 
1998 – PALS proposes establishment of Urban Garden (now known as the Sensory Garden) on 
Housing land next to the Tennis club house. This site has been permanently locked for many years. 
2003 – Isokon refurbished by Notting Hill Housing Association and repopulated. 
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16.1.2 History of site conservation management 
 
1983 – BDP Landscape surveyed site trees in June 1983. No record found. 
1983 - Management plan produced by the LWT following the finalising of proposals for house building 
whilst retaining woodland areas for leisure and ecological use. Included a limited flora survey, but 
supplemented by BDP landscape observations. Some points of interest: 
In the “Wildlife Area” (now Belsize Wood LNR) 

 Presence of well established Butchers broom (Ruscus aculeatus). This is an ancient 
woodland indicator, but may indicate a garden past. It should be planted elsewhere on site. 

 The greater biodiversity of the “Wildlife area” was noted 

 Formal paths discouraged in Wildlife Area 

 Dead wood should be retained 

 Tolerate suckering Elm (Ulmus procera) but treat scale insects 

 Progressive Sycamore removal – slow so that other tree species can develop 

 Clear a butterfly glade (near where present Isokon adjacent path is – this area has been 
cleared and planted regularly) 

 Establish tree nursery at South-East side of Wildlife Area (this area was subsequently planted 
with tree whips)  

 Bat & bird boxes 
In the “Amenity Area” (now Russell Nurseries Woods): 

 Plant native woodland species in the “Amenity Area” 

 Open parts of the canopy here to encourage tree diversity but remove Sycamore 

 Establish butterfly garden 

 Drainage channels 

 A system of paths and a nature trail 

 Litter bins 
General 

 Japanese Knotweed removal 

 Regular nature surveys 

 Educational use 

 Enlist local volunteers 
 
1984 – Following the 1983 survey and proposals LWT conducted a Ground Flora Survey. The results 
of this are incorporated in Section 16.4.1 Plants. Some additional management proposals are made 
and these are reflected in the Directorate of Technical Service report below. 
1984 – Following a review with the GLC Ecology section, LWT and the LB Camden Leisure Service 
Committee and others the Directorate of Technical Service was nominated to prepare costed plans 
for the woodlands (see Russell Nurseries Site - Report of the Directorate of Technical Services). 
Because of its greater biodiversity richness the area adjacent to the Isokon flats was designated a 
Woodland Nature Reserve and the remainder was designated a Woodland Leisure Area. The 
proposals were as follows. 
Woodland Nature Reserve (now the LNR): 

 Treatment and improvement of compacted and poor soil in selected areas. 

 Treatment of scale insect which has attacked several trees. 

 Removal of Japanese knotweed. 

 Selective removal of some Sycamore & Elder and replanting with some native species of a 
more valuable ecological nature. 

 Planting of ground herb layer with suitable species to include native wild flowers. 

 Formation of a small glade to be planted with appropriate herb species to attract butterflies 
and insects. 

 Deadwood of native species to be left in woodland as an important habitat for wildlife, 
particularly insects and fungi. 

 Nest boxes of different types suitable for tits, robins, owls and bats. 

 Area to be adequately protected with fencing around perimeters, access to be carefully 
controlled to minimise disturbance to wildlife, and formal paths through the area to be 
avoided. In addition a display board to be located at a suitable point for information to the 
area. 
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 A singe access point with a small covered pavilion, seating, lockable gate and information 
board. 

 The needs of Isokon flats residents to be considered. No physical barrier between woods and 
flats. 

 An informal trail leading through areas of special interest. 
Comment – much of this work appears to have been carried and is reflected in the layout of the site, 
its facilities and its biodiversity. The Japanese knotweed is still present. 
The Woodland Leisure area (now Russell Nurseries Woods): 

 Improvement of compacted and poor soil. 

 Selective removal of some Sycamores and replanting with native species. 

 Additional ground cover/ herb layer to be planted. 

 A footpath system related to existing and future desire lines. 

 Timber play structure (subsequently vandalised and burnt down). 

 Picnic area. 

 Controlled cycle track. Adjacent areas to be protected by staked banking etc. 
Some of the features have come to light during bramble clearing operations in recent years – they 
had become neglected and largely overgrown. This area was not subsequently popular and was 
abused by drug takers and robbers. 
In addition a 12 month herbal layer survey was commissioned for the whole site. 
 
1980s – Sue Francis, Parks Conservation Officer, organised conservation activities in the reserve, 
assisted by BTCV. 
1989 – Isokon residents complain that reserve management is poor (acknowledged by Camden, 
which apparently prompted seeking outside advice) and they try to assert (incorrectly) that they 
should have exclusive use of the site. Proposed that a local volunteer group should be established to 
oversee site management. 
 
1992 - Management Brief produced by the London Ecology Unit, presumably in response to concerns 
over the site‟s management.  Included: 

 Plant survey conducted. 

 Bird survey included Lesser Spotted Woodpecker & Treecreeper. 

 % year plan included covering 1992 – 1997 with plans. 

 Brief but useful site description. 

 Evaluation of sites value for education, nature conservation & amenity. 

 Proposed management objectives are listed:  
o Maintain nature conservation value. 
o Local community & schools involvement in management. 
o More interpretation to increase public awareness. 
o Improve visual amenity value. 
o Monitor successes – wildlife surveys. 

 Some recommended projects are listed: 
o Planting shade-tolerant under-storey shrubs. 
o More native trees with weed free zones. 
o Protect self-sown oak and ash. 
o Plant screening hedge around woods. 
o More ground flora. 
o Eliminate Japanese Knotweed. 
o Coppice Elm & Elder. 
o Remove Sycamore seedlings. 
o Stack dead wood. 
o Restrict public access – essentially keep locked up. 
o Bird & bat boxes. 
o Split into management operation areas using paths. 
o Set up local management committee. 
o Good public communication including key availability. 
o BTCV or LWT to run work days for locals. 
o School use. 
o Seating. 
o Convert shelter to bird hide. 
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o Improve Isokon security. 
o Disabled access. 
o Clear away tipped rubbish. 

 
1990s - Elements of these various plans were addressed over some years using the limited resources 
of LB Camden Nature Conservation section and local volunteers from the Camden Nature Reserves 
Forum with support from BTCV. This included some early landscaping, path & step construction and 
planting.  
1992 - Interpretation board erected inside fence adjacent to Lawn Road describing site wildlife by 
volunteer group “Growth Unlimited”. Appeal for volunteers to set up management group fail. 
1993 – London Ecology Unit‟s publication Nature Conservation in London incorrectly refers to all of 
the woods as Belsize Wood Nature Reserve. It is given Site of Borough Importance Grade II status. 
The differences between the two areas are noted.  
1996 – Sue France, LB Camden Conservation Officer, made recommendations for the “Urban 
Garden”. This is the area of formally designed, nominally ecologically managed woodland next to the 
Tennis club house. It is managed by Housing but to this day (2011) has remained locked up. At that 
time it was shunned by the community apart from a small minority of antisocial types. She 
recommended management improvements to bring it back into safe use. She also commented on the 
neglect of Belsize Woods. 
 
1996 – Conservation Officer Sugoto S Roy produced a Short Term Management Plan for Belsize 
Wood & Russell Nurseries. This recognised the poor state of the site and recommended some 
immediate tasks: 

 Major rubbish removal – there had been extensive dumping. 

 Fencing off Russell Nurseries Woods. 

 Soil improvement. 

 Introduce pond. 

 Flora survey. 

 Understory development. 

 Self sown Sycamore removal. 

 Glade development. 

 Leave rotting wood. 

 Introduce climbing plants. 
1996 – S S Roy also produced a Long Term Management Plan for Belsize Wood & Russell Nurseries. 

 Ground flora improvements. 

 Hazel coppice cycle. 

 Extend pond vegetation. 

 Introduce amphibians (this was before recent disease problems). 

 Improve public relations to reduce vandalism. 
 
1998 – PALS (Play Areas Leisure Schemes Community Projects) formed as community group to 
preserve & promote Russell‟s Nurseries Open Spaces including making use of the Nature Reserve 
(Belsize Wood LNR) to “open it up for the use of schools, nurseries and other organisations interested 
in the preservation of wildlife in urban areas”. This organisation no longer functions but was active in 
improvements to the Urban Garden and around the estate including financial support for events in the 
Nature Reserve.  
1998 – Plans drawn up by local community to sacrifice a small wooded area to construct what is now 
the fenced off sports pitch. Also to redevelop what is now the picnic area, but at which at that time had 
been vandalised. Noted that the Housing managed Urban Garden was already locked up at this time 
and key distribution was limited. A proposal to construct a Youth Club in the Urban Garden appears 
not to have been followed up. Proposals by the Tennis Club to extend into the Urban Garden were 
vigorously resisted by local people. Events in the Nature Reserve were organised by LB Camden 
Conservation Officer Sue France. 
1999 – Moy Cash replaced Sue France as LB Camden Nature Conservation Officer 
 
1999 – A “Leisure Woodland Development Scheme” proposal of unknown origin refers to Russell 
Nurseries woods as “over grown rubbish tip”. They proposed: 

 An adventure play area (to replace that burnt down). 

 Conservation corner for wild plants of interest. 
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 An amphitheatre in the woods for education & entertainment. 

 Benched BBQ area. 
 

2000 – Gaye Galvin now with Nature Conservation section and works to resurrect interest in Belsize 
Wood with proposals for better management and events. Trees planted by Sue France are hard to 
trace (no continuity). Mill Lane Gardening Project commissioned to do improvement and clearing 
work. 
2001 – Belsize Wood Invertebrate Survey completed by Daniel Hackett. The observations made here 
are incorporated in Section 16.4.2 Insects. Several notable species were observed. Hackett notes that 
the site has some characteristics of ancient woodland. His conservation proposals have been noted in 
this report. 
2002-2005 – Redevelopment of the Isokon includes works in Belsize Wood – new perimeter fence 
plus hedge boundary, some tree removal and tree & shrub introductions both within the Isokon 
grounds and the nature reserve. Concerns over security of boundary for incoming residents. 
Arguments over trees and plants to be introduced. There appears to be no record of the trees 
introduced into the reserve in the Nature Conservation records. 
2003 -2004 – Gaye Galvin continues to build community involvement in the woods.  
2004 - Rise Phoenix runs mosaic project around estate, in part based on the wildlife of the nature 
reserve.  
 
2004 - Management plan produced by Scott & Vickers of London Conservation Services (LWT). This 
updated plan was devised to meet the requirements for LNR declaration. Much of the content was 
acted upon and some features and content are incorporated in this plan: 

 Conserve biodiversity & habitats. 

 Monitor biodiversity. 

 Very little planting was recommended. 

 Local community access and involvement in management. 

 Interpretation materials. 

 Footpath improvement. 

 Dead wood retention. 

 Ivy removal. 

 Glade construction. 

 Isokon barrier hedge. 

 Japanese Knotweed control. 
Quarterly work schedules were generated for the site incorporating these and additional actions. 
 
2004 - D R Lawrence was employed to work on improving the site to Local Nature Reserve status. 
The LNR area was declared that year and the sealed document confirming its status produced. 
2004 – 2010 - D R Lawrence establishes “Friends of Belsize Wood” which meets monthly and runs an 
extensive programme in the Belsize Wood Local Nature Reserve: 

 Weekly site visits with litter clearance, conservation work and wildlife surveys. 

 Regular meetings of the Friends group. 

 New interpretation board. 

 Monthly Sunday events including conservation opportunities for local people. 

 Birds of Prey and Animal events that attract hundreds of visitors. 

 Art & Nature, Food from Nature, live music and other informal education and recreational 
events. 

 School visits. 

 Events for local community-based groups. 

 Conservation work days for numerous Corporate groups. 

 Establishment of circular path around site and second entrance gate allowing passage 
through the reserve from the estate to Lawn Road. 

 Biodiversity enhancements – bird boxes & feeders, Stag beetle loggeries, insect house, tree, 
shrub and herb planting, pond etc. 

 Site improvement work with BTCV volunteers, latterly Green Gym. 

 Raising grants – the Friends group was effective here. 
Many of the events attracted extensive local press coverage and local community interest in and use 
of the reserve grows. 
2004 – Ben Genovese organises schools use of site. 
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2004 – Regular Wednesday opening of the LNR commences. 
 
2006 - In response to local concerns about drug abuse and robberies the Woodland leisure Area (now 
known as Russell Nurseries Woods) was fenced off and divided into the Open Space area and a new 
Nature Reserve area. Work was commenced here on access improvements, tree reduction and 
under-storey planting using corporate groups, student volunteers etc. 
2008 – Vandals damage an extensive part of the LNRs fencing possibly due to access problems to 
Russell Nurseries where unlocking and locking by contractors is very erratic. Problems also at this 
time with fighting dog training damage. 
 
2010 - The LNR area was selected for a trial of the new Natural England Enhanced Visitor Standard 
for LNRs and benefitted from much improved visitor facilities and interpretation materials. The 
financial support that accompanied this project supported: 

 Construction of a welcome sign. 

 What‟s About feature. 

 Introductory material at the main gate shelter. 

 Numbered nature trail with descriptive leaflet. 

 Tree trail referring to labelled trees around the site. 

 Interpretation boards describing site wildlife. 

 Improved steps and handrails.  
This met with a positive community response that also generated some proposals for future 
improvements that are included in this plan, thus meeting community needs.  
 
2011 - Section 106 money became available for the site and proposals were made for using this to 
fulfil site improvement objectives. These are also included in this plan. 
2011 – This management plan was completed, giving a guide to site management over the following 
5 year period.  
 

16.2 Photographic coverage 
 
A separate CD contains a collection of photos of the site. These will also be available on the LB 
Camden intranet. 

 
16.3 Planting records and notes 

 
Known plant & tree introductions (species and numbers), date of planting, location of planting where 
known and success as that species recorded in some subsequent years are listed (this may not 
always be the same individual plant): 
 

Species & number Date of planting Location of planting Success 

Common Oak 1990 LNR area + 

Holm Oak 1990 LNR area + 

Rowan 1990 LNR area + 

Field Maple 1990 LNR area + 

Silver Birch 1990 LNR area  

Ash 1990 LNR area + 

Holly 1990 LNR area + 

Snowy Mespilus 1990 LNR area  

Blackthorn 1990 LNR area  

Guelder Rose 1990 LNR area + 

Snowberry 1990 LNR area  

Hazel 1990 LNR area + 

Dog Rose 1990 LNR area + 

Butterfly Bush 1990 LNR area + 

Bluebell 1990 LNR area + 
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Primrose 1990 LNR area + 

Lesser Periwinkle 1990 LNR area + 

Epimedium 1990 LNR area  

Red Campion 1990 LNR area  

Honeysuckle 1990 LNR area  

Summer Snowflake 1990 LNR area + 

Stinking hellebore Early 1990s LNR area  

Woodruff Early 1990s LNR area + 

Honeysuckle Early 1990s LNR area  

Wood Anenome Early 1990s LNR area  

Blue Anenome Early 1990s LNR area  

Hairy St John‟s Wort Early 1990s LNR area  

Lungwort Early 1990s LNR area  

Tutsan Early 1990s LNR area + 

Wood Sage Early 1990s LNR area  

5 Foxglove May 2001 Unknown – probably LNR + 

5 Lesser Knapweed May 2001 Unknown – probably LNR  

10 Primrose May 2001 Unknown – probably LNR + 

5 Red Campion May 2001 Unknown – probably LNR  

10 St John‟s Wort May 2001 Unknown – probably LNR  

5 Common Dog Violet May 2001 Unknown – probably LNR + 

10 Welsh poppy May 2001 Unknown – probably LNR  

5 White Campion May 2001 Unknown – probably LNR  

5 Wild Strawberry May 2001 Unknown – probably LNR + 

5 Sweet Woodruff May 2001 Unknown – probably LNR + 

6 White Dogwood February 2004 Upper path, LNR  

3 Dogwood February 2004 Upper path, LNR + 

9 Sessile Oak February 2004 Upper path, LNR + 

5 Wayfaring Tree February 2004 Upper path, LNR + 

5 Glossy Buckthorn February 2004 Upper path, LNR  

5 Alder February 2004 Upper path, LNR  

2 Hornbeam February 2004 Upper path, LNR + 

20 Foxglove March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft + 

20 Giant Woodrush March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft  

20 Meadowsweet March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft  

20 Purple Loosestrife March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft  

20 Yellow Loosestrife March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft  

20 Wild Columbine March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft + 

20 Hedge Woundwort March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft + 

20 Marsh Woundwort March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft  

20 White Campion March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft + 

20 Ragged Robin March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft + 

20 Slender St John‟s Wort March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft  

20 Bugle March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft  

20 Cuckoo Flower March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft + 

20 Greater Stitchwort March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft  

20 Sweet Woodruff March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft + 

20 Water Avens March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft  

20 Wood Avens March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft + 
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Primrose March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft + 

20 Red Campion March 2004 Area below ventilation shaft  

1 Rowan Tree (Isokon work) Bank opposite Isokon + 

1 Hawthorn Tree  Bank opposite Isokon + 

1 Pedunculate Oak  Bank opposite Isokon + 

100s English Bluebell Autumn 2005 Above path adjacent to Isokon + 

100s Wild Daffodil Autumn 2005 Above path adjacent to Isokon + 

Winter Flowering Cherry Autumn 2005 Adjacent to Agatha Christie flat + 

Lesser Celandine Autumn 2005 Adjacent to top path  

Hawthorn 2005 check Hedge planted next to Isokon + 

100s English Bluebell Autumn 2006 Above path adjacent to Isokon + 

Stinking Iris  Autumn 2005 Adjacent to top path + 

100s English Bluebell Oct/ Nov 2007 Russell N Woods reserve + 

100s Wild Daffodils Oct/ Nov 2007 ...  adjacent to paths + 

Stinking Iris Oct/ Nov 2007 ...  adjacent to paths + 

10 Native Fern spp November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN + 

6 Blackthorn November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN  

6 Hawthorn November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN  

6 Holly November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN  

200 Wild Daffodil November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN + 

200 English Bluebell November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN + 

20 Lesser Celandine November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN  

20 Sweet Woodruff November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN  

20 Primrose November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN  

20 Wood Anenome November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN  

20 Wild Columbine November 2010 Adjacent to play equipment RN  

 
Table 8 – Planting records 

 
This data provides a useful indication of those species more suitable for this site and can be referred 
to when making future plant introduction decisions. 
 
 

16.4 Observed species lists 
 

16.4.1 Plants 
 
Belsize Woods (Belsize Wood LNR & Russell Nurseries Woods) Wildflower List: 1989 to 2011  
Plant species listed in order as found in Blamey et al, 2003 
 

Common name Scientific name Recorded in Belsize 

Woods  2010/2011 

Dicotyledons 

Ranunculaceae 

Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris  

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens + 

Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula  

Lesser Celandine Ranunculus ficaria  

Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris  

Columbine Aquilegia vulgaris + 

Stinking Hellebore Helleborus foetidus  
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Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa  

Papaveraceae 

Common Poppy Papaver rhoeas  

Welsh Poppy Meconopis cambrenis  

Fumariaceae 

Yellow Corydalis Corydalis flavula + 

Cannabaceae 

Hop Humulus lupulus  

Urticaceae 

Stinging Nettle Urtica dioica + 

Chenopodiaceae   

Fat Hen Chenopodium album  

Red Goosefoot Chenopodium rubrum  

Good King Henry Chenopodium bonus-henricus  

Common Orache Atriplex patula  

Caryophyllaceae 

Red Campion Silene dioica  

White Campion Silene latifolia  

Bladder Campion Silene vulgaris  

Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi  

Lesser Stitchwort Stellaria graminea + 

Common Chickweed Stellaria media + 

Greater Chickweed Stellaria neglecta  

Polygonaceae 

Broad-leaved Dock Rumex obtusifolius + 

Clustered Dock Rumex conglomeratus  

Curled Dock Rumex crispus + 

Wood Dock 

Common Sorrel 

Rumex sanguineus 

Rumex acetosa 

 

Black-bindweed Fallopia convolvulus  

Common Bistort Persicaria bistorta  

Redleg Persicaria maculosa  

Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica + 

Knotgrass Polygonum aviculare  

Hypericaceae 

Tutsan Hypericum androsaemum + 

Stinking Tutsan Hypericum hircinum  

Malvaceae 

Common Mallow Malva sylvestris  

Musk Mallow Malva moschata  

Violaceae 

Common Dog Violet Viola riviniana + 

Brassicaceae (Cruciferae) 

Hedge Mustard Sisymbrium officinale  

Annual Wall Rocket Diplotaxis muralis  

Wild Turnip Brassica rapa ssp sylvestris  

Turnip Brassica rapa var rapa  

Garlic Mustard Alliaria petiolata  

Hairy Bittercress Cardamine hirsute + 

Wavy Bittercress Cardamine flexuosa  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papaveraceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urticaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caryophyllaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polygonaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypericaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brassicaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cruciferae
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Large Bittercress Cardamine amara  

Shepherd‟s Purse Capsella bursa-pastoris + 

Cuckooflower Cardamine pratensis + 

Honesty Lunaria annua  

Primulaceae 

Primrose Primula vulgaris + 

Cowslip Primula veris  

Sowbread  Cyclamen hederifolium   

Scarlet Pimpernel Anagallis arvensis + 

Creeping Jenny Lysimachia nummularia  

Lythraceae   

Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria  

Rosaceae 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. + 

Raspberry Rubus idaeus  

Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria  

Raspberry Rubus idaeus  

Creeping Cinquefoil Potentilla reptans + 

Hybrid Cinquefoil Potentilla x mixta  

Sulphur Cinquefoil Potentilla recta  

Yellow-flowered Strawberry Potentilla indica + 

Wild Strawberry Fragaria vesca + 

Herb Bennet  Geum urbanum + 

Agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria  

Fabaceae 

Horseshoe Vetch Hippocrepis comosa  

Common Vetch Vicia sativa  

Bush Vetch Vicia sepium  

Bird‟s foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus  

Meadow Vetching Lathyrus pratensis   

Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea Lathyrus latifolius  

Black Medick 

Hop Trefoil 

Medicago lupulina 

Trifolium campestre 

+ 

Red Clover Trifolium pratense  

White Clover Trifolium repens  

Goat‟s Rue Galega officinalis  

Tufted Vetch Vicia cracca  

Golden Melilot Melilotus altissima   

Ribbed Melilot Melilotus officinalis  

Onagraceae 

Great Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum + 

Broad-leaved Willowherb Epilobium montanum + 

Enchanter‟s Nightshade Circaea lutetiana + 

Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion angustifolium   

Euphorbiaceae 

Sun Spurge Euphorbia helioscopia  

Dogs Mercury Mercurialis perennis  

Annual Mercury Mercurialis annua  

Geraniaceae 

Hedgerow Cranesbill Geranium pyrenaicum  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fabaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euphorbiaceae
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Dovesfoot Cranesbill Geranium molle + 

Small-flowered Cranesbill Geranium pusillum  

Herb Robert Geranium robertianum + 

Cut-leaved Cranesbill Geranium dissectum  

Balsaminaceae 

Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera   

Small Balsam Impatiens parviflora  

Apiaceae (Umbelliferae)  

Hemlock Conium maculatum  

Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium  

Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvestris + 

Ground Elder Aegopodium podagraria  

Wild Carrot Daucus carota  

Fool‟s Watercress Apium nodiflorum   

Solanaceae 

Bittersweet Solanum dulcamara + 

Black Nightshade Solanum nigrum  

Convolvulaceae 

Hedge Bindweed Calystegia sepium  

Large Bindweed Calystegia silvatica  

Field Bindweed Convolvulus arvensis  

Boraginaceae 

Field Forgetmenot Myosotis arvensis  

Wood Forgetmenot Myosotis sylvatica  

Green Alkanet Pentaglottis sempervirens + 

Apocynaceae 

Lesser Periwinkle Vinca minor + 

Lamiaceae 

White Dead-nettle Lamium album + 

Red Dead-nettle Lamium purpureum + 

Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon  

Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea + 

Red Hemp-nettle Galeopsis angustifolia  

Hedge Woundwort Stachys sylvatica + 

Field Woundwort Stachys arvensis + 

Black Horehound Ballota nigra  + 

Marjorum Origanum vulgare  

Self Heal Prunella Vulgaris + 

Balm, Lemon Melissa officinalis + 

Spear Mint Mentha spicata  

Scrophulariaceae 

Common Toadflax Linaria vulgaris  

Snapdragon Antirrhinum majus  

Foxglove Digitalis purpurea  

Great Mullein Verbascum thapsus  

Common Field Speedwell Veronica persica  + 

Ivy-leaved Speedwell Veronica hederifolia  

Brooklime Veronica beccabunga  

Orobanchaceae 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apiaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solanaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convolvulaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boraginaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamiaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scrophulariaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orobanchaceae
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Common Broomrape Orobanche minor  

Plantaginaceae 

Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata + 

Greater Plantain Plantago major + 

Rubiaceae 

Cleavers Galium aparine + 

Woodruff Galium odoratum + 

Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile  

Dipsacaceae 

Field Scabious Knautia arvensis  

Asteraceae 

Daisy Bellis perennis + 

Ox-eye Daisy Tanacetum parthenium  

Feverfew Leucanthemum vulgare  

Scentless Mayweed Tripleurospermum inodurum  

Scented Mayweed Matricaria recutita  

Yarrow Achillea millefolium + 

Common Michaelmas Daisy Aster x salignus  

Common Ragwort Senecio jacobaea + 

Oxford Ragwort Senecio squalidus   

Coltsfoot Tussilago farfara  

Canadian Goldenrod Solidago canadensis  

Pineappleweed Matricaria discoidea  

Tansy Tanacetum vulgare  

Groundsel Senecio vulgaris + 

Canadian Fleabane Conyza canadensis  

Mugwort Artemisia vulgaris  

Lesser Burdock Arctium minus  

Common knapweed Centaurea nigra  

Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense + 

Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare + 

Dandelion Taraxacum sp. + 

Goatsbeard Tragopogon pratensis  

Catsear Hypochaeris radicata  

Autumn Hawkbit Leontodon autumnalis  

Rough Hawkbit Leontodon hispidus  

Nipplewort Lapsana communis + 

Smooth Hawksbeard Crepis capillaris  

Bristly Oxtongue  Picris echioides   

Hawkweed Oxtongue Picris hieracioides  

Smooth Sow-thistle Sonchus oleraceus + 

Rough Sow-thistle Sonchus asper + 

Great Lettuce Lactuca virosa  

Monocotyledons  

 Liliaceae 

Bluebell Hyacinthiodes non-scripta + 

Spanish Bluebell Hyacinthoides hispanica + 

Fritillary Fritillaria meleagris  

Wild Daffodil Narcissus pseudonarcissus + 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plantaginaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asteraceae
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Snowdrop Galanthus nivalis + 

Summer Snowflake Leucojum aestivum + 

Ramsons Allium ursinum  

Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora  

Iridaceae 

Stinking Iris Iris foetidissima + 

Early Crocus Crocus tommasinianus + 

Araceae 

Lords-and-Ladies Arum maculatum + 
 
 
Table 9 – Plant species list. All species 1989 – 2011, those recorded in 2010 – 2011. 
 
 

16.4.2 Trees & Shrubs 

Belsize Woods (Belsize Wood LNR & Russell Nurseries Woods) Tree and Shrub species. 
 

Common name Scientific name 

Aceraceae                                                                 
  
Maple, European Field  Acer campestre 

Sycamore, European Acer pseudoplatanus 

Aquifoliaeae                                                            
  
Holly Ilex aquifolium 

Araliaceae                                                             
  
Ivy, Common/English Hedera helix 

Caprifoliaceae                                                                           
  
Elder Sambucus niger 

Wayfaring-tree Viburnum lantana 

Guelder-rose Viburnum opulus 

Cornaceae                                                                                 
  
Dogwood Cornus sanguinea 

Corylaceae                                                                                 
  
Hornbeam, European/Common Carpinus betulus 

Hazel, Common Corylus avellana 

Fagaceae                                                                               
  
Beech (saplings) Fagus sylvatica 

Oak, Evergreen Quercus ilex 

Oak, Caucasian Quercus macranthera 

Oak, Sessile Quercus petraea 

Oak, Pedunculate/English Quercus robur 

Hippocastanaceae                                                                  
  
Horse Chesnut Aesculus hippocastanum 

Lauraceae                                                                      
  
Bay Laurel Laurus nobilis 

Oleaceae                                                                                      
  
Forsythia, Garden Forsythia x intermedia 

Ash, European Fraxinus excelsior 

Privet, Garden Ligustrum ovalifolium 

Rosaceae                                                                                     
  
Cotoneaster (numerous spp) Cotoneaster group 
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Hawthorn, Common Crataegus monogyna 

Cherry, Wild Prunus avium 

Plum, Domestic Prunus × domestica 

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa 

Cherry, Winter Flowering  Prunus × subhirtella 

Rose, Dog  Rosa canina 

Whitebeam, Common  Sorbus aria 

Rowan Sorbus aucuparia 

Whitebeam, Swedish  Sorbus x intermedia 

Service Tree of Fontainbleu Sorbus latifolia 

Salixaceae                                                                                   
  
Poplar, Lombardy  Populus nigra italica 

Willow, Goat  Salix caprea 

Scrophulariaceae                                       
  
Buddleia Buddleja davidii 

Tiliaceae                                                                                       
  
Lime, Common  Tilia × europaea 

Ulmaceae       

Elm, Common/English Ulmus procera 

  
 

Table 10 – Trees & shrubs list. Surveyed by Tommy Root 2011. 
 

16.4.3 Invertebrates 
 

Belsize Woods (Belsize Wood LNR & Russell Nurseries Woods) invertebrates 
Results From: Belsize Wood Invertebrate Survey, Daniel Hackett, 2001 and observations by LB 
Camden staff and local volunteers 
 

Scientific name Common name National Status Year 

Mollusca: Gastropoda 

Discus rotundatus Rounded Disc Snail  Common 
 

2001 

Oxychilus cellarius Cellar Snail Common 2001 

Limax flavus Yellow Slug Common 2001 

Helix aspera Garden Snail  2011 

Limax maximus Leopard Slug  2011 

Arianta arbustorum Snail sp  2011 

Crustacea: Isopoda 

Platyarthrus hoffmannseggi Blind Woodlouse  2006 

Insects 

Order: Hemiptera (Bugs) 

Acanthosoma haemorrhoidale Hawthorn Shield Bug Common 
 

2001 

Palomena prasina Green Shield Bug Common 2001 

Kleidocerys resedae Birch Catkin Bug Common 2001 

Anthocoris nemoralis A Flower Bug  Common 2001 

Anthocoris nemorum Common Flower Bug Common 2001 

Orinus vicinus A Flower Bug Common 2001 

Orinus niger A Flower Bug Common 2001 

Buchananiella continua A Flower Bug Recent UK 
colonist 

2001 

Deraeocoris lutescens Plant/Grass Bug Common 
 

2001 

Psallus ambiguous Plant/Grass Bug Common 2001 
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Plagiognathus arbustorum Plant/Grass Bug Common 2001 

Dicyphus stachydis Plant/Grass Bug Common 2001 

Campyloneurs virgula Plant/Grass Bug Common 2001 

Liocoris tripustulatus Plant/Grass Bug Common 2001 

Orthops cervinus Plant/Grass Bug Common 2001 

Lygocoris pabulinus Common Green Capsid Common 2001 

Stenodems laevigatum Plant/Grass Bug Common 2001 

Idocerus vitreus Leafhopper Common 2001 

Asiraca clavicornis Planthopper Notable 2001 

Order: Neroptera (Lacewings) 

Conwentzia psociformis A White Lacewing  Common 2001 

Hemerobius micans A Brown Lacewing  Common 2001 

Chrysopa carnea Common Green Lacewing Common 2001 

Order: Coleoptera (Beetles) 

Carabids Ground Beetles- 

Nebria brevicollis Common British Carabid Common  2001 

Notiophilus rufipes A Ground Beetle Local  2001 

Bembidion lampros A Ground Beetle Common  2001 

Platyderus ruficollis A Ground Beetle Notable 2001 

Straphylinids Rove Beetles 

Phloeonomus punctipennis A Rove Beetle Local  2001 

Siagonium quadricorne A Rove Beetle Local  2001 

Stenus fuscicornis A Rove Beetle Notable 2001 

Atrecus affinis A Rove Beetle Common  2001 

Tachyporus hypnorum A Rove Beetle Common  2001 

Homalota plana A Rove Beetle Unknown 2001 

Bolitochara bella A Rove Beetle Local  2001 

Atheta clientula A Rove Beetle Local  2001 

Atheta fungi A Rove Beetle Common  2001 

Atheta crassicornis A Rove Beetle Common  2001 

Other Beetles: 

Dorcus paralelipipedus Lesser Stag Beetle Local  2001 

Saprosites mendax A Dung Beetle Naturalised 2001 

Agrilus sinuatus Hawthorn Jewel Beetle N/A 2001 

Stenagostus rhombeus A Click Beetle Local  2001 

Melanotus villosus A Click Beetle Common  2001 

Ptilnus pectinicornis Fan-bearing Wood-borer Common  2001 

Brachypterus urticae Nettle Pollen Beetle Common  2001 

Meligethes rotundicollis A Pollen or Sap Beetle Notable 2001 

Epuraea unicolor A Pollen or Sap Beetle Common  2001 

Cryptophagus dentatus A Silken Fungus Beetle Unknown 2001 

Rhyzobius litura Ladybird species Common  2001 

Adalia bipunctata Two-spot Ladybird  Common 2001 

Adalia decempunctata 10-spot Ladybird Common 2001 

Calvia quatuordecimguttata Cream-spot Ladybird Common 2001 

Psyllobora vigintiduopunctata 22-spot Ladybird Common 2001 

Aridius nodifer A Mould Beetle Common 2001 

Enicmus brevicornis A Mould Beetle Notable 2001 
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Cicones undatus An Iron clad Beetle Common  2001 

Anaspis maculata A Tumbling Flower Beetle Common  2001 

Grammoptera ruficornis A Long-horn Beetle Common  2001 

Clytus arietis Wasp Beetle Common  2001 

Phyllotreta atra Turnip Flea Beetle Local  2001 

Phyllotreta nigripes Turnip Flea Beetle Common  2001 

Aphthona euphorbiae Large Flax Flea Beetle Local  2001 

Longitarsus parvulus Flax Flea Beetle N/A 2001 

Chaetocnema concinna Beet Flea Beetle Common  2001 

Psylliodes affinis Potato Flea Beetle Common  2001 

Aspidapion radiolus A Seed Weavil Common  2001 

Exapion ulicis Gorse Weavil Common  2001 

Apion frumentarium A Seed Weavil Common  2001 

Barypeithes pellucidus Hairy Spider Weavil Common  2001 

Euophryum confine Wood Boring Weavil Naturalised 2001 

Scolytus multistriatus Small Elm Bark Beetle Common  2001 

Lepidoptera (Butterflies/Moths 

Celastrina argiolus Holly Blue Butterfly Local  2001 

Pararge aegeria Speckled Wood Butterfly Common  2001, 2011 

Anthocharis cardamines Orange Tip Butterfly  2001, 2011 

Mormo maura Old Lady (moth) Local  2001 

Order: Diptera ('Flies' etc) 

Flies  

Dipophus febrilis Fever Fly Common 2001 

Tachypeza nubila A Dance Fly Common 2001 

Dolichopus griseipennis A Dolichopodid Fly Common 2001 

Syrphidae - Hoverflies 

Melanostroma scalare A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Platycheirus albimanus A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Platycheirus discimanus A Hoverfly Notable 2001 

Platycheirus scutatus A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Dasysyrphus albostriatus A Hoverfly Local 2001 

Dasysyrphus tricinctus A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Didea fasciata A Hoverfly Notable 2001 

Epistrophe eligans A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Epistrophe nitidicollis A Hoverfly Local 2001 

Episyrphus balteatus A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Parasyrphus punctulatus A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Syrphus ribesii A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Syrphus vitripennis A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Cheilosia pagana A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Cheilosia vernalis A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Myathropa florea A Hoverfly Common 2001 

Eumeria ornatus A Hoverfly Notable 2001 

Heringia heringi A Hoverfly Local 2001 

Neocnemodon vitripennis A Hoverfly Local 2001 

Other Flies  

Nemopoda nitidula A Lesser Dung Fly Common 2001 
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Sepsis punctum A Lesser Dung Fly Common 2001 

Palloptera modesta A True Fly Local 2001 

Medina separata An Endoparasitoid Fly Local 2001 

Order: Hymenoptera (bees, ants, wasps) 

Lasius brunneus Brown Ant N/A 2001 

Lasius niger Small Black Ant Common 2001 

Stenamma debile Woodland Ant Species unknown 2001 

Vespula vulgaris Common Wasp Common 2001 

Crossocerus annulipes A Solitary Wasp Common 2001 

Crossocerus podagricus A Solitary Wasp Common 2001 

Rhopalum coarctatum A Solitary Wasp Local 2001 

Pemphredon lugubris Mournful Wasp Common 2001 

Passaloecus gracilis A Solitary Wasp Common 2001 

Hylaeus communis Common Yellow Face 
Bee 

Local 2001 

Andrena scotica A solitary Bee Common 2001 

Andrena haemorrhoa Early Mining Bee Common 2001 

Andrena chrysosceles A Solitary Bee Local 2001 

Osmia rufa Red Mason Bee Common 2001 

Nomada goodeniana Gooden's Nomad Bee Common 2001 

Anthophora plumipes Hairy-footed Flower Bee Common 2001 

Bombus lucorum White-tailed Bumble Bee Common 2001 

Bombus terrestris Buff-tailed Bumble Bee Common 2001 

Bombus pascuorum Common Carder Bee Common 2001 

 
Table 11 – Invertebrates list. 
 
 

16.4.4 Birds 
 
Belsize Woods (Belsize Wood LNR & Russell Nurseries Woods) bird species observed within or flying 
over the reserves, those recorded in 2010/2011. 
 

Common name Scientific name Recorded in Belsize 

Woods  2010/2011  

Phalacrocoracidae 

Cormorant, Great Phalacrocorax carbo 

 

 
Anatidae 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor  

Accipitridae 

Buzzard, Common Buteo buteo  

Falconidae 

Kestrel, Common Falco tinnunculus  

Laridae 

Black Headed Gull Chroicocephalus 

ridibundus 

+ 

Herring Gull, European Larus argentatus + 

Columbidae 

Feral Pigeon Columba livia + 

Wood Pigeon, Common 

                    

Columba polumbus 

polumbuspalumbus 

+ 

Collard Dove, Eurasian Streptopelia decaocto  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phalacrocoracidae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatidae
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falconidae
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Apodidae 

Swift, Common Apus apus  

Picidae 

Greater Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major + 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor  

Troglodytidae 

Wren, Common/House Troglodytes troglodytes + 

Prunellidae 

Dunnock or Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis + 

Muscicapidae 

Robin, European Erithacus rubecula + 

Turdidae 

Blackbird, Common Turdus merula + 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos + 

Redwing Turdus iliacus + 

Phylloscopidae 

Blackcap Warbler Sylvia atricapilla + 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus  

Passeridae 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus  

Regulidae 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus  

Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus  

Aegithalidae 

Long tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus + 

Paridae 

Coal Tit Periparus ater  

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus + 

Great Tit Parus major + 

Certhiidae 

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris  

Corvidae 

Magpie, Eurasian Pica pica + 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone + 

Jay, Eurasian Garrulus glandarius + 

Starling, Common/European Sturnus vulgaris  

Frigillidae 

Chaffinch 

Green Finch, European 

Fringilla coelebs 

Carduelis chloris 

+ 

Psittacidae 

Rose-ringed parakeet Psittacula krameri + 

 

Table 12 – Birds list. Surveys by Tommy Root, Dave Lawrence & Sue Wingate. 
 

These are mostly common urban woodland species, however Firecrest (Regulus ignicapillus) is 

uncommon, being much scarcer than the closely related Goldcrest (Regulus regulus). 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swift
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16.4.5 Galls, leafmines, slime moulds 
 

Inducer- scientific name Gall Common Name/ inducer detail Host Plant 

Hymenoptera 
  Andricus aries Ramshorn Gall - Cynipid Wasp English Oak 

Andricus kollari Marble Gall (asexual) - Cynipid (2008- photo ID) English Oak 

Andricus lignicola Cola nut Gall (asexual) - Cynipid Wasp English Oak 

Andricus lucidus Hedgehog Gall (asexual) - Cynipid Wasp English Oak 

Andricus quercuscalicis Knopper Gall (asexual) - Cynipid Wasp English Oak 

Andricus solitarius A bud gall (asexual) - Cynipid Wasp English Oak 

Neuroterus quercusbaccarum Common Spangle Galls (asexual) - Cynipid Wasp English Oak 

Pontania bridgmanii Blotch leaf gall - Sawfly (tentredinidae) Goat Willow 

Hemiptera 

Dysaphis crataegi sp. Swollen folded leaf gall - Aphid (D.crataegi group) Hawthorn 

Pemphigus spyrothecae Twisted petiole swelling (aphid) 
Lombardy 
poplar 

Psyllopsis fraxini Leaf fold gall - jumping plant louse (Psyllidae) Ash 

Trioza alacris Leaf roll gall - Psyllid Bug (Psyllidae) Bay 

Mite 

Aceria cephalonea Leaf pustules  Sycamore 

Aceria fraxinivora Ash key Galls Ash 

Aceria ilicis Leaf pustule galls  Holm Oak 

Aceria macrochela Round hairy leaf pustules  Field Maple 

Aceria tenella Mid rib leaf galls Hornbeam 

Aceria ulmicola Leaf pustules  English Elm 

Cecidophyes nudus Broad leaf pustules  Wood Avens 

Eripophyes crataegi Small leaf pustules  Hawthorn 

Eriophyes excilis Furry Mite Pustules  Common Lime 

Eriophyes similis Leaf edge pustules  Domestic Plum 

Eriophyes tiliae Nail leaf galls  Common Lime 

Phyllocoptes goniothorax Leaf edge curl  Hawthorn 

Phyllocoptes sorbeus  Leaf blister galls  Rowan 

Fungal 

Taphrini pruni „Pocket plums‟ (galled fruit)  Domestic Plum 
 

Table 13 – Galls list. Surveys by Tommy Root 2010-2011. 

 

Belsize Woods (Belsize Wood LNR & Russell Nurseries Woods) leaf mine species 2010 – 2011 
 

Species - Scientific Name Leaf mine morphology & type Host Plant 

Coleoptera     

Apteropeda orbiculata Gallery mine  Field Woundwort 

Diptera     

Agromyza abiens Gallery leading to blotch: larvae present Green Alkanet 

Pegomya solennis Large blotch Broad Leaf Dock 

Phytomyza agromyzina  Long gallery mine Dogwood 

Phytomyza cirsii Gallery mine Creeping Thistle 
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Phytomyza ilicis Blotch mine Holly 

Lepidoptera 
Cameraria ohridella Severe mines Horse Chestnut 

Ectoedemia heringella Gallery leading to blotch Quercus ilex 

Lyonetia clerkella Long gallery mine Cherry sp 

Phyllonorycter acerifoliella  Leaf edge blotch mine Field Maple 

Phyllonorycter messaniella Blotch mine Quercus ilex 

Phyllonorycter nicellii Lower surface blotch mine Hazel 

Stigmella anomallella Gallery mine Dog Rose 

Stigmella floslactella  Narrow gallery mine: larvae present Hazel + Hornbeam 

Stigmella microtheriella  Narrow gallery mine: larvae present Hazel 

Stigmella splendidissimella Gallery mine Cherry 

 

Table 14 – Leafmines list. Surveys by Tommy Root 2010-2011. 

 
Belsize Woods (Belsize Wood LNR & Russell Nurseries Woods) Slime Mould species 
 

Myxomycetes (true slime mould species) 

Enteridium lycoperdon  

 
Table 15 – Slime moulds list 
 

      16.4.6   Additional species 

Common name Scientific name Year  

Amphibia - Anura 

Common Frog Rana temporaria 2009 

Mammalia - Carnivora 

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes Regular visitor 

Mammalia - Rodentia 

Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis Regular visitor 

 

Table 16 – Additional species list 

  


